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I. 


Medical Tracts, by the late John Wall, M. D. of 


_ Worcefter ; collected and republifbed by Martin 
Wall, M.D. Oxford. 


LTHOUGH the collection now before us 

has been already prefented to the public, 

either through the medium of the Philofophical 
Tranfactions, or in feparate pamphlets ; yet as 
none of the papers contained init, have ever © 
had an opportunity of appearing in the Medical 
Cc2 Commentaries, 
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Commentaries, and as the fubjeéts treated of are 
all highly interefting to practitioners, we fhall 
here therefore prefent our readers with a fhort 
analyfis of their contents. 

Article I. treats of the extraordinary effets of 
mufk | in convulfive diforders, dc. 

A variety of cafes are here related, in which 
the antifpafinodic effects of mufk were very re- 
markable ; and the inftances. given are fuffi- 


cient, our Author thinks, to prove, that mufk 


is a medicine of uncommon efficacy in convul- 
five diforders. He affirms, that when given 
its due dofe, it has fcarcely ever failed to anfwer 
his expectations. He has fometimes indeed 


been obliged to repeat the dofe three or four 
_ times, but it has always anfwered at laft, in every 


cafe where he had reafon to expeét it fhould. 
This medicine, from its fcarcity, being more 
liable to fophiftication than almoft any other, is’ 
the reafon Dr Wall fuppofes of its failing fo fre- 


- quently with practitioners, who are not attentive - 


to the quality of the’ mufk which they prefcribe. 
Under the quantity of fix grains he never 
found much effect from it; and it fucceeds beft 
when given to ten and upwards. Inthe larger _ 

quantities, it never fails to produce a mild dia- 
| phorefis, 
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phorefis, without at all heating or giving any un- 
eafinefs to the patient. On the contrary, it rai- 
fes his fpirits and eafes his pains; and after the | 
fweat breaks out, he eames falls into a re- 
frefhing fleep. 

Of the feveral cafes related by Dr Wall on 
the effeéts of mufk, we fhall here feleé&t two. 
The Doétor was cailed to a girl feven years old, 
who had been ill of a fever for about four weeks. 
For the laft ten or twelve days, fhe had been 
_ fenfelefs and fpeechlefs; had been liable to ftrong 
convulfions, and could fcarce fwallow any thing. 
Previous to the Doétor’s vifit fhe had had a ge- © 
neral tetanus; and at this time every mufcle 
was by turns convulfed. Her head, in particu- 
lar, was fo forcibly drawn backward as at diffey- 
ent times to raife her body from off the bed. 

As fhe fwallowed with much difficulty, twelve 
grains of mufk, ground with oil and fugar, and 
mixed with fome thin broth, were thrown up by 
way of clyfter. © 

In an hour’s time after the firft clyfter, the 
convulfions manifeftly abated, and the fecond 
entirely removed them. The child foon’ reco- 
vered its underftanding and fpeech, and at laft 
got quite well. | ; 
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About the fame time, the. Doétor was called 
to a girl ten years of age, who had been feized 
with convulfions three days before. Upon the 
attack of: the fit, fhe ufually complained of 
violent pain in her belly and loins, which fhe 
faid feemed to draw her bowels ona heap: After 
this fhe foon loft her fenfes, and was varioufly 
convulfed, not ‘much unlike one in an epileptic 
fit. From the firft feizure, fhe feldom had an 
hour’s interval between the fits. Twelve grains 
of mufk were ordered to be given in a clyfter, 
which was thrown up in the decline of the paro- 
xyfm.. Upon this fhe inftantly recovered, and 
has never been fo affected fince, proper care be- 
ing taken to remove the ftimulus which occafi- 
oned thefe fpafms. 
Article II. contains obfervations on the ufe of 
the Peruvian bark in {mall pox. 
Various cafes are here related of the good 
effets obtained from Peruvian bark, in {mall 
pox attended with petechiz or gangrenous fymp- 
toms. Dr Wall, in fuch inftances, prefers the 
extract to every other form of the medicine, as 
being the leaft naufeous of any; and he recom- 
mends as an ufefuladdition, confiderable quanti- 
, ties of allum ; the ftyptic and antifeptic virtues of | 


which, 
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which, he obferves, point it out as a valuable re- 
medy wherever the folids have been relaxed, 
and x putrefcency has occurted 1 in the blood and 
juices. 

Article III. contains a differtation on the cure 
of the putrid fore throat. 

This fatal difeafe firft made its appearance, 
we are told, in the county of Worcefter about 
the beginning of the year 1748. It then went — 
generally under the. name of the fcarlet fever, 

_.the complaint in the throat not being much at. 
tended to, or at leaft looked upon only as an ac- 
cidental fymptom; but it was foon difcovered 
that the principal feat of the difeafe was in the 
parts about the fauces, and that the fcarlet-efflo- 
refcence on the fkin was rather an accidental 

fymptom than effential to the difeafe. 

At firft, blood-letting, nitrous, and other cool. 

‘ing medicines, were prefcribed ; but all the cafes 

fo treated uniformly terminating fatally, the ufe 
of bark and other antifeptics were at laft had re- 
courfe to. Dr Wall in this complaint, depends 
very much on the application of the antifeptic 
{teams of vinegar, myrrh and honey, to the parts 
affected. Applied in the form of fteam, they are | 
much more powerful, he obferves, than when 

ufed 
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ufed as gargles; and by the fole ufe of thefe 
{teams, he has known the putrefaction ftopt, 
when the diforder had been but flight. 

Articles IV. and V. contain oblervations on 
the efficacy of oil in worm cafes. 

Different cafes are here related, which appear- 
ed to originate from worms, and which were cu- 
red by the internal exhibition of confiderable 
quantities-of oil. The following is the form of 
ufing it as recommended by Dr Wall. Kk. Olei 
olivarum, lb. ff. Spt. vol. aromat. dr. ii. M. cap. 
cochl. iii, mane & h. f. 

Article VI. contains experiments and obferva- 
tions on the Malvern waters, a {pring in the 
neighbourhood of Worcefter, which has been 
long famous for the cure of diforders of the eyes, - 
{crophulous affections, old ulcers, leprofies, and 
other difeafes of the fkin. 

Various hiftories are here given of-the furpri- 

fing influence of thefe waters in the cure of thefe 

_ diforders, by the late Dr Wall; and a very in- 
genious analyfis of the contents of Malvern wa. 
ter is fubjoined by Dr Martin Wall. 

From Dr Wall’s analyfis of this water, it ap- 

pears, that it does not contain any uncombined 
vitriolic acid, nor any volatile alkali, nor any 
| metallic 
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metallic falt; that it is lightly impregnated with 
fixed air; contains fome common air, fome fele- 
nites, and fome unneutralized calcareous earth. 


Il. 


A radical and expeditious Cure for a recent Catar- 
rhous Cough ; preceded by fome Obfervations on 
Refpiration ; with occafonal and practical Re- 
marks on fome other Difeafes of the Lungs. To 
which is added, a Chapter on the Vis Vita, fo 
far as it is concerned in Preferving and Rein- 

ftating the Health of an Animal. By John 
Mudge, F. R. S. Surgeon at Plymouth. 3d Edit. 
8vo. London. | 


HE confideration of the catarrhous cough, 
which is the principal object of this publi- 
cation, is the fubject of the third chapter. In 
the firft and fecond chapters, we are favoured 
with fome obfervation on refpiration, together 
with remarks on fome other difeafes to which 
the lungs are liable; but as we with to convey 
as clear an idea as poflible of our Author’s prac- 
tice in the catarrhous cough, we fhall immedi-. 
ately proceed to that part of the fubject. 


The 
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The catarrhous cough, or common cold, our 
Author thinks, might in all its fymptoms be ea- 
_ fily accounted for, merely from an obftruéted 
perfpiration over the furface of the body, but 
more efpecially from an obftruction of that per- 
fpirable matter, which in a ftate of health is con- 
tinually throwing off by the lungs. He is of 
opinion, however, that independently of an> 
_obftruéted: perfpiration, which in this difeafe 
he fuppofes always to occur, a thickened, dry, 
inflamed ftate of the membrane lining the lungs 
always takes place at the fame time; and this 
he thinks is rendered very evident, by the aétual 
pain and forenefs which the cough occafions 
through the whole wind-pipe and breaft on the 
firft appearance of the diforder. ; 

It was from a conviction that the catarrhous 
cough arofe from fome degree of real inflamma- 
tion in the pituitary membrane of the lungs, that 
— the idea of curing the diforder by warm fteams 

was firft fuggefted to our Author; for, if the 
difeafe of the membrane is only the effeéts of a 
caufe which 1s topical, fudden and temporary, 
it becomes reafonable to fuppofe, that a well 
adapted local remedy would be productive of 
the 
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the fame good confequences in this as in any 
other {pecies of inflammation. 

In this view, he obferves, the two great indi- 
cations would be, to prevent as much as poffible 
the irritation arifing from the convulfive fhocks 
of the cough on the inflamed parts, and to re- 
move the inflammation itfelf by fuch emolient 
applications as caw conveniently be adminiftered 
to them. 

Thofe intentions Mr Mudge obferves are tho- 
roughly anfwered, by opium, and by inhaling 
warm fteams into the lungs; for by the firft, 


the internal furface of the afpera arteria and 


bronchiz, are, during the effect of the medicine, 
rendered in a great meafure infenfible fo the 
mifchievous irritation to which they would other- 


ways be fubject; and the application of the 


warm vapour, under the protection of the opiate, 
by acting like a fotus, and in oppofition to the 
very caufe by which the diforder was produced, 
refolves the inflammation, by unloading the tur- 
gid capillaries of the pituitary membrane. 
Whether this reafoning be admitted or not, 
the fact our Author obferves is paft difpute, that 


the conjoined powers of thofe remedies are a’ 


fure, and in general an immediate cure. It is 
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in that fpecies of cough only, however, that oc- 
curs from what we call taking cold, and in the 
commencement of the diforder only, that, their 
effects prove fo powerful. In more advanced 
_ {tages of the diforder indeed, a proper ufe of the 
inhaler generally does produce fome good ef- 
feéts ; but in order to obtain all the advantages 
to be derived from it, it ought to be had re- 
courfe to, either on the evening of the day on 
which the complaint has firft appeared, or at 
fartheft on that of the fucceeding one. 

A drawing of the inhaling veffel, as invented 
by our Author, is here given; but as the na- 
ture of our Work does not admit of plates, we 
muft reft fatisfied with giving them an accurate 
_ defcription of it. 

The body of the inftrument holds about a 
pint; and the handle, which is fixed to the fide 
of it, is hollow. There is in the lower part of 
the veffel, where it is foldered to the handle, a 
hole, by means of which and three others on the 
upper part of the handle, the water, when pour- 
ed into the inhaler, will rife to the fame level in 
both. To the middle of the cover, which is 
made to fit the mouth of the inhaler exactly, - 
a flexible tube, about five or fix inches long, is 

fixed, 
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fixed, with a mouthpiece of wood or ivory. 
Underneath the cover there is a valve fixed, 
which opens -and fhuts the communication be- 
tween the upper and internal part of the inhaler 
and the external air, for a purpofe to be after- 
wards explained. 

When the mouth is applied to the end of the 
tube in the of infpiration, the air ruthes into 
the handle and up through the body of warm 
water; and the lungs become confequently fill- 
- ed with hot vapour. In expiration, the mouth 
being ftill fixed to the tube, the breath, together 
with the fteam on the furface of the water in the 
inhaler is forced up through the valve in the co- 
ver. In this manner, therefore, the whole aé& 
of refpiration is performed: through the inhaler, 
without the necefflity in the a&t of expiration of 
either breathing through the nofe, or removing 
the pipe from the mouth.—So far our Author’s 
defcription of the inftrument. We now come 
to the application of his practice in the difeafe © 
under confideration. | 

In the evening, a little before bed-time, the 
patient, if of adult age, is to take three drams 
of elixir paregoricum, which contains about 
three qeaniers of a grain of opium in a glafs of 
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water. If the fubje& is younger, the dofe muft 
be proportionally lefs. About three quarters of 
an hour after, the patient fhould go to bed, and 
being covered warm, the inhaler three parts fill- 
- ed with water nearly boiling, and being wrapped 
up in a napkin, but fo that the valve in the co- 
ver is not obftructed by it, is to be placed at the 
arm-pit; and the bed-cloaths being drawn up 
and over it.clofe to the throat, the tube is to be 
applied to the mouth, and the patient fhould in- 
fpire and expire through it about twenty mi- 
nutes or half an hour. 
_ The great ufes of this particular conftruétion 
are the following: 1/7, As there is no neceflity at 
the end of every infpiration to remove the tube 
from the mouth, in order to expire from the lungs 
the vapour which had been received into them, 
this machine, therefore, may be ufed with as much 
eafe by children as older people. - And, 2d/y, As 
a feverifh habit frequently accompanies the dif- 
order, the valve in that alfo is of the utmoft im- 
portance; for a fweat, or at leaft a free perfpi- 
_ration, not only relieves the patient from the 
— reftlefs. anxiety of a hot, dry, and fometimes 
parched fkin; but is alfo, of all others the moft 
eligible evacuation for removing the fever ; and 
it 
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it ufually happens, our Authot obferves, after 
the inhaler fo conftructed hath been ufed a few 
minutes, that the warm vapour under the cloaths, 
by fettling upon the trunk produces a {weat, 
which commonly foon becomes general. 

In a catarrhous feve any feverifh habit 
attending this cough, the pa ient-is direéted to 
take a draught of warm thin whey a few minutes 
before the. inhaler is ufed ; and after the procefs 
is over, the fweat which it has produced may be 
continued by occafional {mall draughts of weak 
warm whey or barley water. 

After this refpiratory procefs is over, the pa- 
tient ufually paffes the night without the leaft 
interruption from the cough; and feels no far- 
ther moleftation from it, than once or twice in 
the morning to throw off the trifling leakage, 
which, unperceived, our Author obferves, had 
dropped into the bronchiz and veficles during 
the night. 

Tender valetudinary people being in general 
very well acquainted with the firft notices of this 
diforder, the remedy, as was already obferved, 
ought to be ufed the fame evening, which will 
in an ordinary feizure, we are told, be attended _ 
with an immediate cure; but if the forenefs of 
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the refpiratory organs, or the petulance of the 
cough, fhew the cold which has been contracted 


to have been very fevere, the inhaler without the 


opiate fhould be again repeated for the fame 


_ time the next morning. 


But, when the ufe of the inhaler iis been de- 
layed till the fecond night, it will always be 
right, our Author remarks, to repeat it again 
next morning without the opiate, but with it 
when the feizure has been violent. _ 

And again, when the cough has been of fome 
days ftanding, it will always be neceflary, we 
are told; to employ both parts of the procefs at 
night and the fucceeding morning likeways, as 
the firft inflammatory mifchief is at this time 
moft probably aggravated by an additional one 
of a chronic tendency. 

When, from negleé& or other circumftances, 
the cough becomes too violent to be removed 
by this remedy, gum ammoniac, with gentle 
opiates, are much recommended by our Author, 
both from the authority of Sir John Pringle, and 
from the refult of his own experience. 

But if, notwith{tanding thefe and other means, 
the cough continuing dry or unattended with 


a proper ers fhould perfevere in 
| harrafling 
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harraffing the patient ; if, at laft, it fhould pro- 
duce, together with a forenefs, fhooting pains 
through the breaft and between the fhoulders, 
attended alfo with fhortnefs of breath; and, if 
added to this, flufhing of the cheeks after meals, 
fcalding on the hands and feet, and other fymp-+ 
toms of a heétic, fhould accompany the difor-- 
der; in this dangerous fituation, our Author 
afferts, from long experience, that, accompanied 
with change of air and occafional bleedings, the 
patient will find his greateit fecurity in a drain 
from a large fcapulary iffue, affifted by a diet of 
afs’s milk and vegetables. 


Ill. 


Experiments upon Vegetables, difeovering their great 
Power of purifying the common Air in the Sun- 
fhine, and of injuring it in the Shade and at 
Night. To which is joined, a new Method of 
examining the accurate Degree of Salubrity of 


the Atmofphere. By John Ingen-Houfz, M.D. | 


F.R.S. 8vo. London. 


EVERAL years ago, that accurate philofo- 
’ pher the Rev. Dr Prieftley, in his experi- 
Dd ments 
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ments on different kinds of air, made the im- 
portant difcovery of the wonderful powers that 
all plants poffefs, to a greater or lefs degree, of 
correcting the impurity of any bad air which at 
the time happens to furround them; and our 
Author, in the volume before us, has entered 
on a farther profecution of that fubject. 

In experiments of this kind, we commonly 
find them fo much connected, and one depend- 
ing fo much upon another, that an abridgment 
or analyfis of them cannot with propriety be gi- 
ven; we mutt, therefore, reft fatisfied with com- 
municating to our readers the general refults’ 
which Dr Ingen-Houfz has drawn from thefe 
experiments. | 

He obferved, that plants not only have a fa- 
culty to correct bad air in fix or ten days by 
growing in it, as the experiments of Dr Prieftley 
indicate, but that they perform this important 
office in a complete manner in a few hours; and 

that this wonderful operation is by no means 
owing to the vegetation of the plant, but to the. 
influence of the light of the fun upon the plant ; 

aconclufion that might in part have been fug- 

| gefted by Dr Prieftley’s difcovery of a like fact, 

| ss exhibited in the cafe of the green matter yielded 
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by certain ftagnating watets, which is known to 
be merely a vegetable production. 

He found moreover, that plants have a tnoft 
furprifing faculty of elaborating the air which 
they contain, and which they are continually ab- 
forbing from the common atmofphere, into what 
philofophers now term, fine dephlogifticated air; 
that they pour down continually, if the expref- 
- fion may be allowed, a fhower of this depurated 
air, which diffufing itfelf through the common 
mafs of the atmofphere, contributes to render 
it more fit for animal life ; that this operation 
is far from being carried on conftantly, but be- 
gins only after the fun has for fome time made 
his appearance above the horizon, and has by 
his influence prepared the plants to begin anew 
their beneficial operation upon the air, and thus _ 
upon the animal creation, which was ftopt du- 
ring the darknefs of the night. 

He affirms, that this operation of plants, is more 
or lefs brifk in proportion to the clearnefs of the 
day, and to the expofition of the plants being 
more or lefs adapted to receive the direct influ- 
ence of that great luminary ; that piants fhaded by 
high buildings, or growing under the dark fhade 
of other plants, do not perform this office, but on 
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the contrary, throw out an air hurtful to ani- 
mals, and even contaminate the air which fur- 
rounds them ; that this operation of plants di- 
minifhes towards the clofe of the day, and ceafes 
entirely at funfet, except in a ‘few plants which 
continue this duty fomewhat longer than others; 
that this office is not performed by the whole 
plant, but only by the leaves and green {tems which 
fupport them; and that the acrid, ill-fcented, 
and even the moft poifonous plants, perform this 
office in common with the mildeft and moft fa- 
lutary. 

He.maintains, that the moft part of leaves pour ; 
out the greateft quantity of this dephlogifticated 
air from their under furface; that young leaves — 

not yet come to their full perfection, yield dephlo- 
_ gifticated air in lefs quantity, and of an inferior 


quality to that which is produced, by full grown 


- old leaves; that fome plants elaborate dephlogi- 
fticated air better than others; that fome of the 
aquatic plants feem to excel in this operation ; 
that all plants contaminate the furrounding air 
by night, and even in the day-time in fhaded 


places ; that fome of thofe, however, which are __ 


inferior to none ift yielding beneficial air in-the 
fun-fhine, furpafs others in the power of infe&- 
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ing the circumambient air in the dark, even to 
fuch a degree, that in a few hours they render a 
great body of good air fo noxious, that an ani-. 
mal placed in it lofes its life in a few feconds. — 

He contends, that all flowers render the fur- 
rounding air highly noxious, equally by night and 
by day; that the very roots removed from the 
ground have the fame property, fome few how- 
ever excepted; bui that in general, fruits have the 
fame deleterious quality at all times, though prin- 
cipally in the dark, and many to fuch an aftonifh- | 
ing degree, that even fome of thofe fruits which 
are the moft delicious, as, for inftance, peaches, - 
contaminate fo much the common air, as would 

endanger the lives of thofe who might be fhut in- 
: to aroom in which large quantities of fuch fruits 
are ftored up ; and, that the fun by itfelf has no 
‘power to mend bad air without the concurrence 
of plants, but on the contrary is apt to contami- 
nate it farther. | 

Thefe are the moft material conclufions dedu- 

cible from the experiments of Dr Ingen-Houfz. 
Whoever wifhes for more particular informa-— 
‘tion, will find his curiofity amply fatisfied by a 
perufal of the book itfelf. 
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IV. 


Principles of Eledricity ; containing divers new 
Theorems and Experiments, together with an 
Analyfis of the fuperior advantages of high 
pointed Condudors, and an Explanation 
of an eleétrical returning Stroke, by which 
fatal effects may be produced even at a vatt 
diftance from the place where the Lightning 
falls. By Charles Vifcount Mahon, ¥. B.S. 


N the firft pages of the prefent performance, 


@ there occur very proper remarks on Mr 


Canton’s well known electrometer, in which el- 
der-pith balls are fufpended by linen threads 
proceeding from a common centre. It is obfer- 
ved that thefe threads fhould hang parallel, in 
order that the balls may diverge juftly and with 


~ afmall force ; and it is added, that the threads 
fhould be of fine flax, fubdivided as much as 


poffible. Cork balls alfo are here fubftituted 
for thofe of elder-pith, for reafons not mention- 
ed; the diameter of them, however, fcarcely 


exceeding of an inch, and the threads fu- 


{pending 
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{pending them being of the length of 8 inches. 
—In the following experiment, to prevent any 
twifting, the fufpenfion of the balls was effected 
by fine ftraws, which were foaked in falt and 
water, to enable them to condu¢t the better; 
each leg of ftraw terminating at the top, in a li- 

nen thread only one-twelfth of an inch long. — 
His Lordfhip having firft cautioufly dried (by 
means of fire), and afterwards exhaufted an air- 
pump receiver, fo as to leave in it but zts part 
of its elaftic matter, found, that the divergence 
of the balls placed within it, though communi- 
cating all the while with a charged conductor, 
diminithed from 24 inches, (which was the di- 
{tance they preferved in air), down to ; of an 
inch. In this fituation, the glafs-receiver itfelf 
was next electrified; but yet without much ad- 
dition to the divergence of the balls. Upon re- 
turning the air, however, though the apparatus 
at that time received no freth fupplies of elec- 
tricity, the balls diverged again confiderably.— 
From thefe appearances chiefly we find, that his 
Lordfhip is led to conclude, that an eleétric at- 
mofphere is compofed of air contiguous to the 
charged body that is electrified: And, having a- 
dopted this conclufion, he deduces from it, or 
connects 
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connects with it, various other principles.—But 
the following objections have occurted to this 
his firft conclufion. 1mo, That in a common re- 
ceiver nearly exhaufted of air, the ele@tric fluid 
finds a paflage for itfelf fo eafy, that it admits nei- 
ther of being accumulated, nor even excluded, | 
(when negative electrification is required), ex- 
cept in a fmall degree; And from this caufe a- 
lone the balls might here diverge lefs than ufual, 
both in the cafe of a pofitive and of a negative 
ele&trification ; fince in the former fituation it 
would be difficult to fhut the fluid in, and in the 
latter cafe difficult to keep it out. And were 
the air-pump in/fulated it order to prevent fuch 
a paflage, it mutt be recollected, that when the 
feveral parts of the air-pump apparatus, as well 
as of its vacuum, become by this means them- 
{elves permanently charged ; fuch charges fur- 
rounding and operating upon the charged balls, 
will,*to a certain degree, again check their diver- 
_ gence, by exerting a force on their outer fide that 
tends to counteraét the force that would feparate 
them on their inner fides. 2do, By the laws of 
hydroftatics alfo, we know that bodies increafe or 
decreafe in their apparent weights, according to 
the rarity or denfity of fipids they are immerfed — 
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in ; fo that the changes taking place in the den- 
fity of the elaftic matter of the receiver, in which 
the balls were fufpended, muft be one among 
the reafons why the balls tended to collapfe up- 
on the air’s exhauftion, and to diverge fome- 
what more upon the air’s return, La/tly, It is 
well known, that electric’ atmofpheres are very 
fuddenly made manifeft round bodies, that are fud- 
denly charged in dry air; whereas dry air in other 
cafes is not fuppofed capable of having charges 
 fuddenly diffufed through it, (a perfuafion to 
which his Lordfhip himfelf has appeared at times 
to accede:) To which it may be added, that the 
power of dry air to infulate charged bodies, is held 
to depend folely on its non-conducting power ; 
charged bodies not lofing any fenfible eleCtricity, 
~ by being whirled through a vaft tra&t of fuccef- 
five portions of dry air.—-Till the hypothefis in 
queftion, then, is cleared from fuch apparent 
objections, it may be prudent to fufpend our no- 
tice of the whole of the fuppofed deduétions that 
are made from it. 
Two incidental circumftances, however, are 
{tated on this fubje&t, which claim more imme-_ 
diate attention. ‘The firf is a remark, which is 
jn fa& practically taken for granted by many 
electricians ; 
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electricians ; namely, that in ftrong machines 
the charge will not {trike at its greateft diftance 
upon given bodies, till after it has been made to 
ftrike at fome fmaller diftances ; the charge thus 

' bearing fomewhat of the appearance (to fpeak 
familiarly) of being gradually enticed forwards. 
His Lordfhip, who fuppofes that it is the eleéfri- 
city itfelf, contained in an eleétric atmofphere, 
which ferves fuddenly to conduct away that 
charge; attributes this appearance to the previ- 
ous difcharges having left fome of their eletri- 
city behind them in the air, fo as thereby to in- 
creafe its conducting powers: But it may poflibly © 
rather be owing to the air being now fo fatura- 
ted with electricity, as no longer to deduct any 
thing from the fucceeding fluid while in its paf- 
 fage through it; and confequently, to admit a 
more diftant projection of the fucceeding ftroke 
now that it is preferved entire. But perhaps 
the cafe may require fome few experiments, to 
eftablifh more fully both the particulars of the 
faét, and of the theory by which to explain it.— 
As to the fecond of the circumftances alluded to 
above, as mentioned by his Lordfhip, it is an- 
experiment ftated to have been made by Mr A- 
, chard of Berlin; who is faid to have found, that 
| a 
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‘a more tapering point not only filently difcharges 
more electrical fluid than a lefs tapering one, 
but even more than nine tapering points diftri- 
buted upon a polifhed metal bafe of an inch in 
diameter which his Lordthip attributes to the 
fingle tapering point having jutted out beyond 
the atmofphere of electrified air fubfifting in the 
‘contiguous charged bodies, and having of itfelf 
no fufficient furface to form any fuch atmo- 
{phere of its own; whefice it makes lefs refift- 
ance both to the entrance and the exit of foreign 
fluid, than happens in the other two cafes, where 
more accumulated atmofpheres are found op- 
pofing. 

His Lordthip, quitting for the prefent this 
part of his fubjeét, next proceeds to the cafe of — 
an infulated body plunged in an oppofitely char- 
ged atmofphere ; in confequence of which, it is 
known immediately to become divided into a 
pofitive, negative and neutral ftate, refpecting its 
own proper electricity ; (as is here proved at 
large by a fet of exprefs experiments.) But his 
Lordfhip now goes on to add*, with refpec to 
the neutral point, that it muft by theory always” 
lie in that plane which divides the whole mafs of 
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the fluid into equa/ portions: And, in order to 
find out by a farther theory the place of this 
plane itfelf, he enters * into a mathematical dif- 
cuffion of its neceflary fituation, in the two cafes 


- of the denfity of the fluid being either in the 


fimple inverfe ratio, or elfe in the inverfe ratio 
of the fquare, of the diftance; and he is led to 


affirm, from a mixture of experiments and of 
calculation +, that the fituation which belongs to . 


it upon the latter hypothefis, is that which it pof- 
fefles in fact. He concludes by faying, however, 


that great care is to be obferved in the experi- 


ments; and that very important refults are more- 
over to be drawn from the law itfelf, which re- 
fults he promifes to ftate in another work, toge- 
ther with the reafon of the law... | | 
His Lordfhip now ¢ comes to fpeak in a 


more general way of the returning ftroke, ari- 


fing from that fudden reftoration of balance 
to the [natural] fluid in condu@ing bodies, 
which follows upon the fudden removal of 
any charge in neighbouring bodies that had 
occafioned a difturbance of it. The fact, thus 


generally ftated, is. certainly not unknown to 


many ele@ricians ; but his Lordfhip feems.to 


have been the firft who has made it a dire& ob- 


; 108, and 129. t § 149. t § 202, and 248, 
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je&t of confideration; and while he' is illuftra- 
ting the: cafe by experiments, it is obfervable, 
that he throws a variety into thefe experiments, 
which tends to confirm his own opinion in fa- 


your of the influence of points. The power of 


this ftroke, his Lordfhip’ goes ‘on to: fay, is in 
particular increafed both by increafing the fur- 


‘face of the immerged body, and by ufing pro- 


per management as to the diftances; and we 
farther find it ftated, that by too clofe a fituation 
to the conduétor, we may diminith the dire& 
{troke, at the fame moment that we increafe the 
returning one. 

A fummary, however, of thefe and other 
maxims being given in § 307, we go on to 
his Lordfhip’s confideration of the effec of the 
returning ftroke in the greater operations ‘of 
nature ; where he fuppofes, that in a fuite of 


fimilarly charged and conneéting clouds, injury 


may proceed in one place from a direét ftroke, 
in a fecond place from a returning ftroke, while: 
a third very extenfively intervening fpace thall 
perfeétly efcape injury from every kind of ftroke 


whatever. ‘The cafes of mjuries, owing to a re- 


turning ftroke from lightning, have certainly ne- 
ver been defcribed as fuch; yet the filence ob- 
fervable on this head, we find attributed merely 


to 
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to the circumftance of no one being aware that 
ftrokes of fuch a nature could exift: For his 
Lordthip conceives, that where people have been 
merely knocked down at the time of a flafh, or 


have had their fhoes torn, or have obferved elec-. 


tric effects at half a mile or a mile’s diftance 
for inftance from the place of the dire& ftroke, 


or have difcovered fparks at thefe times pafling 


along a broken metallic communication ; . the 
returning ftroke was in all thefe feveral cafes 
actually taking place. 

His Lordfhip moreover adds, that againft this 
returning ftroke common d/unt conductors can- 
not give us complete fecurity; nor yet even 
the infulation of the fpectator, if ftrongly af-. 
fected by the preffure of the cloud’s electric 
atmofphere, unlefs fituated at the fame time | 
apart from other condutting fubftances. As to 
the objection, arifing from the diftance of the 
places fuppofed interefted in this effect, though 
one or more miles afunder, his Lordthip does 
not attend to this as having much weight: But | 
he more particularly anticipates the objection 
to be drawn-from the fmall quantity of fluid that 
in fome of thefe cafes muft be fuppofed likely 
tg return, in confequence of the bady to which it 


belongs being itfelf but fmall: For his Lordthip 
| attributes 
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attributes the effe& here chiefly to the /uddenne/s 
of the return; and, as a {mall and weakly char- 
_ ged prime conductor produces fome effec, he 
fuppofes the immenfe compals, as well as ftrength 
of operation in the atmofphere of a thunder cloud, 
will produce a greater effect in an exact proporti- 
on.—Perhaps, however, there is confiderably too 
much influence attributed to this returning ftroke 
where the body fubjetted to it either communi- 
cates with no ulterior conducting fubftances, but 
remains as in a cul de fac ; or elfe, though it fhould 
~ communicate with fuch ulterior conduétors, is 
outdone in its conducting power by the neigh- 
bourhood of a proper metallic communication, 
(well conneéted with the moift earth below, and — 
with the charge above. )—It may alfo admit of 
farther remark, that his Lordthip in this place 
appears to have neglected a particular fuppofition _ 
that might have added much weight to his ap- 
prehenfion of danger from this returning ftroke, 
which is this ; if a detached lower cloud has its 
own proper fluid difturbed in its pofition by an 
approach to a higher charged cloud, and fuffers 
_an alteration in quantity during this precife fitua- 
tion, by having accidentally communicated, for 
inftance, with fome lower conduting body; 
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whenever the difcharge of the higher cloud oc- 


curs, it is plain that the lower detached cloud © 


will inftantly feck the recovery, not only of the 
juit pofition, but of the juft quantity of its own 
fluid; in which cafe, if bodies that intervene be- 


tween it and the earth, are made ufe of to 
tranfmit the difference, a proper returning ftroke 


will take place, to the poffible violent injury of 
various bodies which have their fhare in fuch 
tranfmiffion. | 
But coming back again to his Lordthip, we 
fhall find him next beftowing his attention on 
the effect of blunt and pointed terminations, both 


on charged clouds and their electric atmofpheres. _ 


And here he denies (perhaps prematurely) that 
there is any proper attraction or invitation in the 
cafe, either of balls or points ; but fays, that the 
cloud merely thrufts off its charge againft each, of 
them ; and that while the ball, by its atmofphere 
of charged air offers refiftance to a paflage, the 
point, from its want of fuch atmofphere, admits 
of an eafy paflage; the fluid, he fuppofes, flowing 
through the point much after the manner that 


_ water flows through a pipe.—His Lordfhip then — 
proceeds to fay, that lightning may injure under - 
_, the form of a direét, of a lateral, and of a re- 


turning 
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turning ftroke. . On the cafe of the dire? 
ftroke, whether confidered as impending imme- 
diately from a primary cloud, or more mediately 
from a dependent one, he produces faéts in fa- 
vour of points that are on the whole-pretty fi- 
‘milar to thofe urged by various other eleétri- 
cians; and, in fituations where the point is per- 
fe& in its communication with the moift earth, 
he fays it will filently and gradually difperfe a 
charge, before it arrives at its ftriking diftance ; 
an advantage which he affirms cannot properly 
attend the ufe of balls. As to the Jateral and 
returning ftrokes ; when the dire& ftroke, which 
is the caufe of them, is prevented or leffened, - 
nothing can be clearer, he obferves, than that 
other ftrokes which are the effe&s of it, will 
alfo be prevented or leflened; an affertion, 
as far as it relates to the returning ftroke, that 
is here fupported by frefh experiments. 

In § 519, his Lordfhip enumerates a number 
of rules to be attended to in n erecting conductors 
for lightning. 

In § 545, his Lordfhip introduces the men- 
tion of another farther advantage which he attri- 
butes to pointed rods; namely, that of their 
operating mott powerfully when the clouds are 


= 
eu 
a 
Bs 
* 
> 
¥ 


4 


48 MEDICA E 


moft ftrongly charged. He gives his reafons for 
this, pretty much at length; fome of which par- 
take of his own peculiar theory; but it will be 


_ thought the more obvious of his feverdl expla- 


nations, to fay that in this fituation the fluid 
has an encreafed tendency'to prefs again{t and 
enter the point.—lIt is very properly hinted in this 
place by his Lordthip, that as the low clouds 
from their pofition neceffarily get rid of a charge 
as fon as it tends to become in any degree par- 
ticularly formidable; the moft powerful ftrokes 
are thofe, which proceed from the higher and more 
diftant clouds ; and it is equally properly added, 
that when the air [below * the clouds] is dry, 
this incident again will contribute to the power 
of the ftroke.—It is in proportion, however, to 

all 


* The affertion is here limited to the air below the 
clouds ; becanfe, in the upper regions, it is amidft moitt 
air and clouds that the charge both fubfifts and is pro- 
duced. In § 568, thefe circumftances again appear to be 
forgotten, when we are told, that clouds find it moft diffi- 
cult to recruit their electricity when the air is very dry ; 
whereas the ftaté of the air below is not only no mark of 
the {tate of the air above ; but wereit allowed as a mark, 
the moifture that is found prevailing lower down, may 


have very different operations ftom that which | is found 
or generated higher up. 
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all thefe dangers, that his Lordfhip amas in 
his point. 
In the APPENDIX, with which the whats con. 
cludes, his Lordfhip mentions fome things not 
yet fpoken of, and which are well worthy of our 
notice. 1mo, We have a cafe produced, in which, 
by making the infulated body much larger 
than the charged body to which it is contiguous, 
the returning ftroxe is obtained even ftronger 
than the direff one; which appears fingular, 
and in particular cafes may become important 
to be attended to; yet in fac may be found 
only to refemble that difference of ftroke known > 
to proceed from fmall compared with large ~ 
prime conductors, from weak compared with 
powerful Leyden jars, though both conductors 
and jars have been fucceflively charged from 
the fame eleétrical machine. But, without ftop- 
ping for fuch explanation as might perhaps be 
given to thefe circumftances ; we fhall only far- 
, ther obferve, that his Lordfhip, in reafoning up. 
on his own experiment, does not appear to confi- 


_ der altogether enough, that the fame human body 


which at one time judged of the ftroke, by aug- 
menting the bulk of the apparatus helped alfo 
to increafe its force. 2do, In order to confirm 
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an hypothefis concerning the dependence of the 
force of the returning ftroke, on the degree of 
fuddennefs with which the fluid reverts to its 


- jult diftribution; his Lordihip relates a cafe of a 


very large charge, which he had taken without 
permanent inconvenience, merely in confequence 
of its being conveyed to him flowly by means of 
bad conduéters. His Lordhhip filently dif- 
perfed a charge only by prefenting to it a wire 
as thin as a fine horfe hair, whofe pointed ends 


were all the time covered with wax. Many elec- 


tricians have filently difperfed a charge by a point- 
ed fubftance, which, though it had depth of mat- 
ter, wanted both length and breadth ; and others 
have difperfed -it by an edge, which, though it 
had depth and length, wanted breadth; but it 
feems to have been his Lordthip who firft thought 


of ufing fubftances like wires, which refemble 


lines in having length, but which want both 
depth and breadth. 4fo, We are next'to re+ 
mark, that cautions are given to thofe who, 
for the purpofe of experiment, wifh to conftru& 
an apparatus for collecting electricity from the 


clouds. sto, In the-laft place, his Lordfhip obs. 
ferves, that a coating of certain non-conduéting © 


fubftances, enabled a very fmall wire to bear a 
higher 
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higher ftroke than ufual without becoming ex- 
ploded: But perhaps it is to be doubted, whe- 
ther his Lordfhip has explained the whole of the 
circumf{tances, when he attributes this to the 
coating having firft fufed, and then, by becoming 
a conduétor, in effect adding to the fubftance of 
the wire. It feems beft, therefore, to examing | 
this matter by further experiments. _ 

On the whole, concerning this performance it 
remains only to remark, that. the noble Author 
has proved himfelf a moft laborious inveftigator, 
and an equally faithful relater; and that his 
love of inquiry is as rare as it is meritorious in 
one of his rank. His acquaintance with the 
mathematics, (which is well known to be a fort - 
of inheritance from his noble father the Earl of 
Stanhope), may perhaps be thought too much 


applied at certain moments; and his experi- 


ments may alfo feem too extenfively related, in 
cafes where a table (like that ufed by Dr M‘Bride 
in his Inquiries upon Fixed Air) would perhaps 
have exhibited them miore intelligibly and more 
ufefully ; but thefe objections, with others con- 
cerning the too frequent ufe of Italics, and the 
general mode of divifion applied to the Work, 
would fcarcely be worth repeating, in a cafe where 
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there are fo many merits, were it not that his 
Lordhhip promifes other publications (on Leyden 
jars, points and balls, dc.) where thefe circum- 
{tances may perhaps be differently attended to. 


We conclude here, therefore, with obferving, 
that the prefent publication is certainly a re- 


fpeftable one, and contains facts materially 


worthy attention; as will perhaps have appeared 


from the analyfis of it above given. 


V. 


Differtatio Botanico Medico de Catechu. Auétore 
Carclo-Henrico'Wortmuller. Goettingz. 4fo. 


HIS fubftance was known to Garcias ab 
Hort, fo far back as the year 1563. He 
defcribes it under the name of Cate, according 
to the idiom of the Indian nation among whom 
he lived. Wolfgangus Wedelius, in the year 1671, 


fpeaks of it as having been introduced into Eu- 


rope but a few years before; and, at the fame 
time, mentions feveral fuccefsful trials made with 
it in difeafes. Our Author, after enumerating 
a variety of names, by which catechu has been. 


known, and which he thinks have chiefly origi- 


nated 
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snated from the different mode of pronunciation 
ufed by European nations; obferves, that the 
French have given it the name of terra Fapo- 
_ nica; which has been productive of two miftakes 
which have long prevailed ; the one, that cate- 
chu is an earthy fubftance ; the other, that it ori- 
ginally came from Japan. Our Author, upon the 
authority of Cleyer, obferves, that this juice was 
carried in great quantity by the Moors and Chi- 
nefe to Japan. He next proceeds to enquire from 
what plant, and from what part of the plant, ca- 
techu is produced. The areca, a well known tree 
in Jndoftan, appears from a variety of authorities 
to be the one from which catechu is procured. 
Our Author joins in opinion with Mr Kerr, 
who refided for fome time in Bengal, in refer- 
ting the areca to the genus of plants known by 
the name of mimo/a. 
After defcribing the mimofe in echetal, we 
are prefented with a particular account of that 
fpecies which affords the catechu. ‘The method of 
preparing catechu is the,pext obje& of confidera- 
tion, which is narrated upon the authority of Mr 
Kerr, from the London Medical Obfervations. 
From his account, it appears, that this juice is ex- 
traéted from a decoétion in water of the internal 
coloured 


Py 
Fy 
> 


44 MEDICAL 


coloured part of the wood previoufly cut into 
chips. An unglazed earthen veffel is filled with 
_ thefe chips, and a quantity of water is poured on, 
fufficient to cover them, which is. boiled into one 
_-half; the deco&ion, without previous filtration, 
is then thickened, till a third part only remains 
in a flat earthen veffel. It is then farther infpif- — 
fated, by ftanding in a cool place for one day, 
and afterwards by expofure to the heat of the 
fun with frequent agitation. The mafs having 
by thefe means acquired a confpicuous confift- 
ence, is laid upon a mat or cloth, ftrewed with 
afhes of cow dung, is cut into quadrangular pie- 
ces, and perfectly dried in the fun-fhine. 
. Mr Wortmuller proceeds to give the marks 
by which the good and genuine catechu may be 
diftinguifhed from what is fophifticated. He 
prefers fuch pieces as are externally more pure 
and not fo rough as others, while at the fame time 
they appear to be marked with the impreffions — 
of a coarfe cloth-fearch, the internal fubftance of 
which is firmer, without interftices, and eafily 
feparated into /aming, having a thining appear- 
ance only on the edges, of a pale white or fleth 
colour, fometimes with fhades of a deeper brown. — 
= He 
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He prefers fuch as when reduced to a fubtile 
powder, appears of a whitifh red colour, impref- 
fing the tongue with an’ aftringent and ftrong 
difagreeable tafte, to which an agreeable fweet 
one, like that of liquorice, fucceeds, and at the 
fame time impartmg a mucilaginous quality to 
_ the faliva. 

_ By an experiment inftituted by our Author, 
it appears, that catechu poflefles very confider- 
able antifeptic powers. 

_ From an accurate chemical waives, Mr Wort- 
muller concludes, that catechu confifts of a 
gummy and refinous part, united by the inter- 
vention of an alkaline falt. 

After enumerating the different officinal pre- 
parations of catechu, as ordered in various phar- 
‘macopeeias, our Author proceeds to notice the © 
difeafes in which it has been found ufeful; but 

in this part of his work we think it unneceflary 
~ to follow him; our limits will not admit of a 
recapitulation of what every practitioner muft be 
already fully acquainted with. 
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SECT. 
Medical Objfervations. 


I. 


Hiftory of the Cure of a dangerous Obftru&tion in 


the Trachea, in which Mr Mudge’s inhaler was 
ufed with advantage. By Mr John Sherwin, 
Enfield, Middlefex. 


WN the 16th of May latt, I was called to the 


ad afiftance of a young woman, about 25 


years of age, of a remarkably florid counte- 
nance and healthful appearance, who had com- 
plained pretty much for. upwards of a week of a 
difficulty of breathing, which had been getting 
gradually worfe, and was then exceedingly trou- 


blefome. Her fpirits, however, were very good 3 
is 


and, 
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and, notwithftanding a lofs of appetite, and fome 
pains in her limbs, fhe did not appear to be other- 
ways much difordered. But the manner in which 
fhe drew her breath, was fufficient to make me 
confider her cafe as a ferious one. I could di- 
ftinétly hear fomething move backwards and 
forwards in the wind-pipe every time fhe refpi- 
red. The noife which it made was fuch as may 
be conceived by fuppofing a {mall leaf of a tree 
to have been moved backwards and forwards in 


the paffage, which was at the fame time attend- 


ed with confiderable wheezing. This laft, how- 
ever, did not give her much concern, as fhe faid 


fhe had been troubled with wheezing at times 


upwards of twelve months, and to fuch a degree, 
that fhe was often told fhe was broken winded. 
She had had the hooping cough in her infancy, 
and had been all her life, as far back as fhe 
could recolle&, fubject to a hufkinefs in her 
throat, which had been attributed to that difor- — 

1 informed her friends, that though fhe was 
then able to ftir about very cheerfully, I was ap- 
prehenfive there was fome fixed obftrution in 
her wind-pipe, from which fhe would be in dan- 


ger of fudden fuffocation. 
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I blooded her largely in the arm, which 
brought.on a long, and, in het fituation, rather 
an alarming fainting. Some opening medicines, 
and an.expectorating mixture were prefcribed.. 

_ May 17. The bleeding and other remedies 
had not contributed to the patient’s relief., Her 


breath was. more obftruéted, and the noife en- 


creafed. 

Kk. Tart. emetic, gr. iv. 

Pulver. ipecac. dr. 

Oxymel. fcilitic. unc. Ae 

Acet. vin. alb. unc. iii, M. Cujus capiat 

_ cochlear commune bis die ciere vomitiones. 
The firft dofe was taken this day in the fore- 

noon, and feemed to give great relief, as fhe 
breathed great part of the day afterwards with- 
out the ufual noife in the trachea; and was able 
to lie down in bed fome hours, during which — 
fhe enjoyed the moft refrefhing fleep that the 
had known for many days. But in the evening 
fhe awoke with her ufual difficult manner of 
breathing ; and, as night approached, became 
gradually much worfe. This induced her to 


take a fecond dofe of the emetic mixture agree- 


able to the prefcription. -. During its operation 
fhe was in great agitation and anxiety; the at- 
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heard ‘crack ‘ia. her 
and fhe was herfelf fenfible of'.a ‘bad: ¢afte and 
‘The danger of fuffocation ‘became “now 
infinitely greater ‘than: it: had ever been, and [ 
was fept for in the utmoft hurry. Near an hour 
being. neceffarily loft before I could get to her 
_affiftance, I expe&ted to have found her dead; 
but fhe was {till ftruggling in great agony. My 
firft obje& was to throw open the window, and 
place her with her head out of it ; - but the was 
unable 'to.remain many feconds in any one po- 
fture; excepting now and then, when the flung 
herfelf: back ‘like a dead weight into a chair, 
where the would continue two or three minutes 
fo ftill and quiet, that it’ was not eafy to know 
that ‘fhe breathed at all, but by the motion of the 
cheft.: From this fituation, in an inftant the was 
often obliged to jump up and move quickly fe- 
veral times round the room, infpiting with the 
utmoft difficulty, with a noife not unlike the 
imperfect crowing of a young cock. And 
frequently fhe made a very violent effort to 
hawk up fomething which all the byftanders 
were fenfible, from their own fympathy, ob- 
ftruéted hér wind-pipe. Sometimes for two or 
three minutes her breathing was attended with 
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a rattling fo loud and extraordinary, that it . 
brought feveral people into: the ftreet. - In this 
fituation I expected every moment would be:her 
laft, and that fhe had no chance but in broncho- 
tomy. Upon propofing this operation, de an- 
fwered with great earneftnefs, fhe would dic 
firft, fhe would never confent to be cut. 
- Near half an-hour had now elapfed, without 
any other mode of relief occurring to me, as 
indeed I fully expeéted that death would. finith 
the fcene long before a meffenger could go to 
my houfe.and return. And, from. the. effeet of 
bleeding the day before, I was unwilling to have 
recourfe to it a fecond time. . 
- Upon her continuing to: hold out, contrary ta 
my expectation, I fent a meffenger for a large 
blifter to be applied to the throat ; and foon af- 
ter, it occurred to me that Mr Mudge’s inhaler | 
might be of fervice,and a fecond meflenger was 
defpatched for it; on whofe return, it was im- 
mediately tried three parts. full of warm water, 
The effe& of this inftrument was highly 
flattering. . Almoft at the moment of fuffocation, 
fhe made four fyll and free infpirations, and as 
_foany expirations. through it. But prefently the 
nen obftruction returned ; and again her 
mouth 
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mouth was applied sto the ‘machine, but not al- 
ways with the fame advantage as at firft ; it was 
always, however, of ufe;: and frequently for a 
moment rendered refpiration quite free, fo as to 
adinit of a full infpiration without the noife. - 

Jn this laborious and truly diftrefling fituation, 

fhe continued: upwards of four hours; fome- 
times: ftruggling .moft: violently for breath, and 
at other times: bleffed with a momentary refpite: 
At midnight fhe became more quiet, and by de-. 
grees, upon being put to bed, began to breathe 
fo freely, that I ventured to leave her. >Still, 
however, I thought it proper to make a very 
guarded prognoftic, as there had been no mate- 
rial difcharge that could account for the ceflation 
of the fymptoms. Jt appeared tome, that the 
obftruting fubftance had accidentally taken 4 
different fituation: But my patient, whofe judg- 
ment, on account of her exquifite feelings, ought 
not to be difregarded, attributed her eafe ina 
great meafure to the ufe of the inhaler. 
. 48. I found ‘fhe: had paffed the remainder of 
Jaft night with fome fleep, and much more com- 
fort than could have been expeéted. lll this 
day, fhe was able to ftir about till evening, when _ 
the had again fome violent added to expectorate, 
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and once thought fhe fwallowed fomething which 
came from her wind-pipe ; but of this fhe could 
not be certain, only fenfible a 
able tafte. 

From this time, the got arideilly better. On 
the 25th, I called upon her, and found her whee- 
zing in fuch a manner, as in any other patient 
would have been confidered:as a very trouble- 
fome diforder, but which the thought little. of. 
She faid, fhe could ftill feel fomething like his 
in her throat. 

During the whole of 1 my » on tke 
patient, I was never able to difcover any appear- 
ance of fwelling or inflammation in the tonfils ; 
though doubtlefs the diforder in the trachea mult 
have originated from inflammation. When I 
confider the gradual manner in which this dif- 
_ order came on, and the great length of time that 
the patient was predifpofed to it, I cannot re- 
gard it as a genuine cafe of cynanche trachealis 
or croup, a diforder fo very fatal to infants. 
But the fenfe of fuffocation which fhe experien- 
ced, was exactly the fame as that in the croup, 
where a preternatural membrane is formed in 
the trachea. | 
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From the effe& of Mr Mudge’s inhaler, in the 

above cafe, 1 am perfuaded it will be a very va- 
Juable acquifition to the Faculty; efpecially in 
the cure of the cynanche trachealis. Suffocation 
comes on in this diforder, before the cavity of 
the trachea can be faid to be filled with an ex- 
traneous fubftance, and feems evidently owing 
to a /pa/modic conftriétion of the rima glottidis : : 
and as far as the fuffocation depends upon fpafm, 
one may have the belt reafons for expecting that 
this machine will give relief. 

I very well remember a cafe of the croup, 
fome years ago, which proved fatal in a few 
hours, to a fine child, who, at firft, was not fup- 
pofed to be in much danger. From the nature 
_ of his fymptoms, and the appearances of the — 
trachea upon diffection, I am perfuaded he would 
have had a much better chance for his life, had 
the knowledge of this machine been then com- 
-municated to the world. 

The following ‘is the cafe, with the morbid 
appearances upon diflection, as communicated at 
the time, to one of the firft medical charaéters 
in London. 

_ Qn Sunday noon, I was fent for, 
and found the child’s breath much affected, 
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feemingly as if the rima glottidis had been fpaf- 
modically conftricted, or half filled with fome fo- 
reign fubftance. It did not feem able to inflate 
_ the lungs fully. The voice had‘a peculiar dry 
found ; and the pulfe was greatly accelerated, 
which did not feem owing to fever, as the tongue 
was clean, and the appetite for food not much 


impaired. The child had, for three or four days, 


previous to this, a hoarfenefs, and fymptoms of 
having caught cold, which did not at all alarm 
the nurfe. But now the breathing was fo re- 
markably affected, that there appeared to be fome 
danger. ‘When I called in the evening, I found 
__ the breath confiderably worfe ; every infpiration 
exactly refembling that which fucceeds a fit of 
the hooping cough. In this fituation, the child 
continued about twelve hours, and then died. 


Upon diffection, I found the cavity imme- 


_ diately beneath the epiglottis, nearly filled with 
a flimy pus; and the internal furface of the tra- 
chea and cartilages was almoft uniformly covered 
with matter, about the thicknefs of a half crown 
piece. Upon fcraping off this matter, its con- 
fiftence was fuch, that I could take up pieces as 


large as a {mall filbert upon the point of a pin. 
‘» The inferior furface of the epiglottis was curi- 


‘oufly 
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oufly covered over with the fame. The tonfils 
were a little enlarged, and there was a {mall 
flough upon each, which was eafily removed, 
notwithftanding it appeared in places to penetrate 
into the glands, the furface of which, upon re- 
moving the flough, was full of little holes, and 
irregular enlargements (I fuppofe) of the natural 
mucous ducts. From the floughs, one would 
fuppofe that the child had alfo the ulcerated fore 
throat, which is now fo frequent in this neigh- 
bourhood ; but as he never complained of diffi- 
culty in fwallowing, nor had any ruth, febrile 
heat or anxiety, till fymptoms threatning fuffo- 
cation came on, that could not be the cafe. In- 
deed, there is fuch an effential difference in the 
fymptoms, that the common people almoft im- 
mediately diftinguifh one from the other. It 
appears to me to be merely a topical inflamma- 


tory affeétion of the internal furface of the - 


windpipe, probably often occafioned by the ap- 
plication of cold air. ‘The mucus depofited here, 
feems to occafion the fpafmodic conitriction, 
which, as far as I can find, has been the. fatal 


fymptom in all that have died in this place. I 


attended two other children, who both recovered, 
but for feveral days they had a rattling in the 
Ff2 throat, 
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throat, (one of them in particular) as ftrong as 
that of a dying adult. Small dofes of tartar 
emetic, fufficient to excite retching, with a bli- 
{ter applied lengthways, the whole extent of the 
throat, feemed.greatly inftrumental to the reco- 
very of thefe two children.” | 

Dr Crawford, in his valuable Thefis de Cy- 
nanche Stridula, printed at Edinburgh, in the 
year 1771, fays: “ Cum fuffocatio ob fpafmum 
<¢ imminet, tum ex antifpafmodicis auxilium 
‘¢ petere fas fit; cum paroxyfmus talis inopina- 
<¢ to ingruat, et nec dolor, nec febris, nec alia 
morbi fymptomata przivere, ad hoc confilium, 
* mofchum magnis in dofibus extulit Dr Mil- 
ee! lar.” This, in Dr Millar’s opinion, ** proved 
ce anodyne and diaphoretic ; the /pa/ms were al- 
«¢ layed; a gentle moifture was diffufed over 
“¢ the whole body.” 

He found, however, that the mufk was not 
always fuccefsful, and had recourfe to large dofes 
of a folution of affafoetida, which Dr Millar ob- 
ferves children may be prevailed on to take 
much more freely than might reafonably be ex- 
peéted. Sed, cum vir ille cynanchen ftridu- 
lam omnino quafi generis nervofi affetionem 
6 ' ducat, et cum tam cito decurrat morbus, vix 
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*¢ nobis faltem patet, quare non ftatim ad opium 
confugiebat, qua maxime confidunt medici, 
fumma cognitione przditi, in_/pa/mis doman- 
dis.” 

I am perfuaded, that Mr Mudge’s inhaler will 
more immediately anfwer the defirable intention 
of allaying the /pafms, and diffufing a gentle moif- 
sure over the whole body; efpecially, perhaps, © 
if the antifpafmodic property of the warm va- 
pour fhould be improved by the addition of a 
moderate quantity of the tin@tura Thebaica, or 
of a watery folution of opium. It is a remedy 
which may be immediately applied, and, as the 
diforder is inflammatory, may poffibly be ufed 
with fafety, when opiates given into the fto- 
mach might be prejudicial. 

The ufe of this machine, in the inflammation 
of the trachea, ought always to be fuperintended 
by one of the Faculty, or particular direétions 
given, as the nurfes are very apt to begin with 


it much too hot, in which cafe it ftimulates and — 
does harm. 


Ff3 Il. 
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I. 


A remarkable Cafe of Epilepfy and Dyfphagia 
. Spafmodica, cured by the Ufe of Cuprum Am- 
moniacum. By Dr John Heyham, Phyfician, 
-Carlifle. 


Ane Stockbridge became a patient of mine, 
on the oth of January 1780. She is an un- 
married country woman, in the 42d year of her 
age, of middle ftature, and of a lax habit of bo- 
dy. About 12 years ago, either from trouble, 
or a fright, as fhe imagines, fhe was feized with 
fits ; which, during the fpace of a quarter of a 


year, returned once in 24 hours, and generally 


in the night. They afterwards became more 


frequent, efpecially in the fummer months, when 


fhe was deprived of her memory, and indeed of 
almoft all her mental faculties. Within thefe 
two years, they have only returned about twice 
or thrice a-week. In thefe fits, fhe becomes in- | 
fenfible, her legs, her arms, and many of the 


mufcles of the trunk of her body are fo violent- 


ly convulfed, that three men are fcarce fufficient 
to hold her, fhe foams at the mouth; and in™ 


9 this ame fhe often continues near an hour, then 


gradually 
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gradually recovers, but is utterly ignorant of 
what has paffled. About feven years ago, with- 
out any evident caufe, fhe was affected with a 
‘new and peculiar diforder, viz. a difficulty of © 
fwallowing, with a fenfation of ftriture and tight- 
nefs in her throat and breaft ; and was unable 
to fwallow either folids or fluids for the fpace of 
17 days. During this time, fhe had no epileptic 
fits, was entirely fupported by nourithing gly- 
fters, and had neither any evacuation by urine 
or ftool, but had a fmall difcharge of blood 
from her ears. Some remedies were added to 
the glyfters; which, however, were attended 
with no fenfible effets. 
On the 17th day, a probang was introduced into | 
her ftomach; on the immediate removal of which 
fhe fainted near a quarter of an hour, then reco- 
vered, was able to {wallow both folids and fluids 
with eafe, had a ftool, and made near a gill of 
urine of a gelatinous confiftence. ‘This difficulty 
of fwallowing, or dyfphagia fpafmodica, continued _ 
to return regularly every month for two years, and 
was conftantly removed in the fame manner, by 
the introduction of the probang, with this differ- 
ence only, that in the fecond year, upon withdraw- 
ing the inftrument, inftead of fainting, fhe was fei- 
Ff 4 zed 
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zed with ftrong convulfions. During the third 
year, fhe was perfeétly free from the dyfphagia. 
But the fourth year, it again returned without 
any evident caufe, and fhe had four or five pa- 
roxy{ms. The paroxy{ms became more frequent 
in the fifth year, viz. about once a month, and 
have continued without much variation, till the 
prefent time. : | 

On the morning of the 7th of January 1780, 
fhe was again affected with the dyfphagia; and 
on the 8th, I was prefent, when Mr James, 
a furgeon in this town, with fome difficulty, 
on account of the ftricture in the gullet, in- 
troduced the probang into her ftomach; and 
on its being withdrawn, a fcene truly melan- 
choly and alarming prefented itfelf.to our view. 
She was feized with moft violent convulfions, 
her head was bent forcibly backwards, fo as 
to touch her back, and it was as much as 
three ftrong affiftants could do to prevent her 
from beating herfelf to pieces. Thefe convul- - 
fions continued half an hour, when fhe was able 
to {wallow a little zther and water, but remain- 
ed two or.three hours in a difagreeable fituation, 


which, however, fhe is unable to defcribe. Since ~ 


the firft attack of the dyfphagia, fhe has fome- 
times deferred the ufe of the probang for the 


{pace 
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fpace of fix days, during which time fhe never 
has any evacuation by ftool or urine, but imme- 
diately after the operation has frequently obfer- 
ved her urine to be gelatinous. When free 
from the dyfpliagia, fhe is conftantly affected 
with the epilepfy, fo that fhe has now laboured 
under the former, feven years, under the latter 
12 years. When free from fits, her appetite is 
good, belly natura!; menfes have always been, 
and continue to be regular, and in all other re-. 
fpects is in tolerable health, and able to perform 
her ordinary bufinefs. She is fenfible of the‘ap-— 
proach of the epileptic fits, but the dyfphagia 
comes on fuddenly ; and during its continuance, 
fhe complains of little or no pain, but has a fen- 
fation of ftri€ture and tightnels in her throat. She 
has takena variety of medicines, but has reaped ~ 
no advantage from any thing but zther, the good 
-effeéts-of which were very flight and tranfitory. 
In this truly diftrefsful cafe, taking into confide- 
ration the afcribed caufe of her diforder, the 
relief fhe had received from ether, her lax habit 
of body, and efpecially the abfence of all fymptoms 
which indicated any local affection of her head 
or brain, I apprehended, a great degree of irri- 
tability, depending on a laxity of the nervous 
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fyftem, might, in a great meafure, be the caufe 
of all her complaints. Well acquainted with 
the ftrengthening and tonic properties of cop- 


_ per, | was refolved to give it a fair trial, and am 


happy to find by the event, that it has anfwered 
my moft fanguine expectations. January the 
gth, I accordingly prefcribed the following pills, 
Kk. Cupri ammon. gr. xxxii. mice panis, dr. ii. Mf. 
Syrup. fimp. q: f. fiat maffa, in pilulas 64 x- 
quales dividenda. She was ordered to take one 
of thefe pills every morning and night, and to 
encreafe the dofe according to circumftances, 
January 26th, foon after the takes the pills, they 
have a very peculiar effect upon her, which fhe 
is unable to defcribe; fhe, however, continued 
them for five days, when fhe omitted them for 
feven days. She then began again, and took 
one, night and morning, with nearly the fame 
effects. The epileptic fits returned every day 
for 10 days, fince that time, fhe has only had a. 
fit once in three or four days. Let her take 
three pills every day, and, if the is able, encreafe 
the dofe to four. February roth, Has taken all 
the pills, and has had but two fits fince laft re- 
port. Let her have double the quantity of pills, 


and let her encreafe the dofe, according to the 


effects 
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effe&ts they produce. February 28th, Began 
with four pills each day, which produce nearly 
the fame effets as two did when fhe firft took 
them. She has now encreafed the dofe to feven 
or eight every day, without any fenfible effea. 
Continues free from fits. Let her have fome 
more pills. March 16th, Has continued to take 
eight or nine pills every day, they produce no 
fenfible effeéts. Has had no fit. Let her have 
more pills. April 1ft, Has taken all the pills, 
_ and encreafed the dofe to eleven in the day. 
Continues free from fits, and thinks herfelf per- 
feetly well. 

June 17th. Has perfeatly well fince 
the 3d of this month, at which time fhe was fei- 
zed with a violent loofenefs, which lafted 10 
days, and then ceafed without the ufe of reme- 
dies. On the feventh or four days after fhe 
had been affected with the loofenefs, fhe was 
again feized with the epileptic fits, and has had 
one or two every day fince. They continue 
about one hour, during which fhe is infenfible 
and much convulfed. Has had no return of 
the dyfphagia ;° but fince the loofenefs, has 
been frequently affected with hickup and fymp- 
toms threatning fuffocation, which however 
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go off as foon as fhe gets a free difcharge of wind 


upwards. Appetite pretty good, fleeps tole- 
_rably, has no thirft, and her belly and menfes 
are regular. Let the pills of cuprum ammonia- 


cum be repeated; let her-begin with one morn- 
ing and night, and encreafe the ‘dofe as before 
directed. 

July 5. On the 18th of June, began to 
take the pills, and took one night and morn- 
ing as ordered. They now produce fymptoms 
very different from what they did before. A- 
bout a quarter of an hour after fhe has taken 
them, fhe becomes giddy, light-headed, and in 
every refpec& feems to be in a ftate of intoxica- 
tion. Thefe fymptoms continue about an hour, 
when fhe is affected with naufea and ficknefs at 
{tomach, but never vomits; afterwards, fhe 
breaks out into a fweat, in which fhe continues 
near an hour, and then becomes perfedlly well. 
Since the 22d of June, has been entirely free 
from fits, hickup, and all other fymptoms which 
ufually threaten or precede them. Her menfes 


_ did not appear the laft period. Her appetite is 


good and her belly regular. Let her take a pill 
and an half every morning and night. 
*Tuefday July 25. has continued the pills ; but 
from fome miftake in the directions, has only ta- 
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ken one pill and a half in the day, inftead of 
three; this quantity, however, produces the ufual 
effeé&ts. She has been in good health, and free _ 
from all her complaints, till two o’clock on Sun- 
day morning, viz. 23d, when fhe was feized 
with the dyfphagia, and has not been fince able 
to fwallow the leaft particle of either folid or 
fluid food. In other refpects fhe is in good 
health, and complains of a fenfation both of 
hunger and thirft, and has had no evacuation 
either by ftool or urine fince fhe was affected — 
with the fpafm. On Friday, July 21. the very 
imprudently affifted in removing fome hay from 
the banks of the river Efk, which were over- 
flowed ; in this bufinefs fhe was obliged to wade 
up to the knees in water for a confiderable length 
of time, during a very heavy and inceffant rain. 
To this circumflance, fatigue, ec. fhe attri- 
“ butes, I think with reafon, the prefent attack. 
- Wednefday.26th. About 11 o’clock 4. M. 
the probang was introduced ; and, as foon as it 
was withdrawn, fhe fwallowed without any dif- 
ficulty a little zether and water. No convulfions. 
or alarming fymptoms occurred, as had been 
ufually the cafe before; the was only affected 
with fome trifling fpafmodic contractions of the 
| ftomach 
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ftomach and gullet, attended with no pain, but 
with a peculiar kind of noife, and eruétation of 
wind; all which however foon went off, and fhe 
became perfe&tly well. Her menfes appeared 
almoft immediately after the operation. Let her 
continue one pill and a half night and morning 
for afew days, and then increafe the dofe to 
two pills twice a. day.— Auguft 12th. Has been 
free from fits, and has had no return of the dy- 


-fphagia, and. in every refpect is in very good 


health. She has taken four pil's a day.fince the 
goth of laft month. They ftill continue to pro- 
duce fymptoms refembling intoxication. Re- 
peat them and let her také two night and morn- 
ing.—September wth. . Has finifhed her pills 


fome time ago, and remains free from fits, but 
has complained of great pain in her head for 


fome days; belly coftive. Let her head be fha- 
ved and apply a large bliftering plafter to it. 
RK. Maff. pil. ruf. dr. ii. affafoet. dr. i. fyrup. rhei. 
q. f. M. fiat maffa dividenda in pilulas 40 e&- 
quales. She was ordered to take two or three 
of thefe pills every night at bed-time. Let the 
copper pills be omitted.—Otober 4th. The 


biifter was applied as directed; it remained on 
the head 48 hours, difcharged a confiderable 


quantity 
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quantity of lymph, which removed the com- 
plaint of her head. She has likeways taken all 
the laxative pills; they procured a ftool or two > 
every day. While fhe was taking them, fhe 
{weated profufely, and what is fomewhat remark- 
able, the fweat tinged her linen of a yellow co- 
Jour. Has had no return of the epilepfy fince _ 
the 22d of June, nor of the dyfphagia fince the 
26th of July. At prefent is free from all com- 
plaints. Let her have a box of the copper pills, 
and be difmiffed with orders to return fhould 
any change occur in her fituation—Odober 
28. Having bufinefs in town, fhe called to ac- 
quaint me that fhe has had no return of her 
fits, although fhe had not got the laft box of 
pills, owing to a want of cuprum ammoniacum. 
On Monday laft in the night fhe bad a dif- 
charge of blood from both her ears, which 
was preceded by fome little pain in her head, 
which is now gone off. Has had no appearance 
of menfes fince the 26th of July. Sumat pulv. 
cort. Peruv. dr. ff. bis quotidie. 


Dr Heytham, in a letter to Dr Duncan: in Ja- 
nuary 178:, informs him, that this patient then 
continued in perfec health, without any return 
cither of the dyfphagia or epilepfy., 
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A Cafe of Epilepfy cured by Cuprum Ammo- 


niacum, communicated to Dr Duncan by Dr 


John Heyfham, Phyfcian, Carlifle. 


Ucust 21.1779. John Ridley, a labonr- 

er, aged 27 years, of a florid complexion 
and ftout habit of body; was about 1o years 
ago affected with a fit, which began with a fenfe 
of numbnefs in his right hand. This numbnefs 
immediately proceeded up the arm to his head, 


when he fell down, foamed at the mouth, and | 
was affected with ftrong convulfive motions of — 


his legs, arms and trunk of his body. In this 
fituation he continued near half an hour. He 
then recovered but had no recolleétion of what 
had happened. Three years elapfed before he 
had another fit; and for feveral years after, he 
had feldom more than one each year. About 
fix months ago they. became more frequent, but 
_ obferved no regular period ; fometimes they re- 
turned every. day for a week together, at other 
' times every third or fourth day. On his apply- 
ing to Mr Hodgfon furgeon in this town, he 


immediately 


was 


i 
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immediately began to take the cuprum ammonia- 
cum. He was ordered one pall night and morning, 
which created a little degree of naufea, but no 
vomiting; the dofe was afterwards increafed to 
three pills every day. Before he had taken 48 
pills, he was perfe@ly free from fits,.and has 
continued fo till the prefent time, viz. 17th Ja« 
nuary 1784, 


IV. 
The Hiftory of a fingular Cafe of Delirium from 
an Wound of the Head, by Mr George Borth- 


wick, Surgeon of the 14th Regiment of Light 
Dragoons. 


Corporal of this regiment got into a riot 
about two miles from the barracks, and 
was knocked down by a pitch-fork. The blow 
which he received occafioned a lacerated wound, 
which extended about two inches on the inte- 
guiments covering the fuperior and middle part 
of the left parietal bone. The man I believe 
~ Joft near two quarts of blood from the wound 
before I faw him, which was not till he returned | 
home two hours after the accident. On exa- 
| Gg 7 mining 
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mining the wound, I found it filled with coagu- 
lated blood, which I removed with my finger. 
Upon this, the hemorrhage, which had not en- 


tirely ceafed, became again very violent. The. 


pericranium adhered firmly to the bone; and, 
on examining with the probe, there was no ine- 
quality or mark of fraéture to be difcovered. 
His pulfe was {mall and unequal, his extremities 
were remarkably cold, and a delirium was co- 
ming on. | 

As I confidered his fymptoms to be owing to 
the great lofs of blood he fuftained, rather than 
to any extravafation within the fcull, I dreffed 
the wound with charpée, and ordered him fome 


nourifhing broth; but I foon found, that the 


application of the charpée was unable to reftrain 
the hemorrhage, I therefore removed the 
dreffings, and enlarged the wound with a {cal- 


pel. My reafon for doing fo was, that the half 


divided veffels, from which the blood oozed 
profufely, both of the pericranium and tegu- 


ments, might, from a free divifion, be allowed. 


to retra& and put an end to the hemorrhagy ; 


and likeways to obtain the advantage of a divi- 


fion of parts inflamed and in a ftate of tenfion. 


‘On the dilatation being made, the hemorrhage 


—foon 
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foon ceafed; but the patient became very deli- 
rious, in fo ‘much that five men could fcarcely 
‘keep him in bed. The delirium went entirely 
off in the {pace of fix hours, and was fucceeded 
by a refrefhing fleep. Next morning (Aug. 4.) 
he felt himfelf tolerably eafy, but reniarkably 
weak. On the evening he became very’ fe- 
verifh, and continued fo for two days, when | 
every degree of fever entirely left him. The 
wound looked well, and difcharged a laudable 
pus on the third day from the accident. He 
had now very little uneafinefs, excepting only 
flight pains that feized his head at times, but 
lafted only a few fecorids. From this time he 
continued to do well, and the wound to heal 
kindly till Auguft 28. when in the evening he | 
became as delirious as at firft, and continued fo 
-for five days. He was fo outrageous that little 
affiftance could be given him. Sinapifms appli- 
ed to his feet feemed to do him much fervice. 
It was with great difficulty that he could be 
held fo as that I might drefs the wound on his 
head, which to my furprife wore a very favour- 
able appearance, and was entirely healed on 
September 7. He continued well and able to 
walk about .in his room until September 15. 
Gg2 
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when the delirium returned with as much vio- 
lence as before. . It lafted one night, and went | 
entirely off, leaving him however fomewhat 
weak, from his ftrength being much exhaufted 
by the efforts he made during its continuance. 
From this time he continued free from any 
complaint or return of delirium until the 2d of 
O&tober, when the delirium again returned and 
lafted for two days. After it went off, his 
ftrength, as ufual with him after thefe attacks, 
was much reduced, but he foon recovered it, 
and continued in every refpect well for more 
than a month, when he obtained a furlow to go 
to the country for the better re-eftablifhing of 
his health. During. his abfence from quarters, 
which was three months, he was feized with a 
giddinefs which lafted for a day and went off. 
He has not had any returns of delirium fince 
Oxober 2. and is now perfedtly well. 


> 
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V. 


Account of the advantageous Effects derived from 
the Cortex Simarouba, in an obftinate Fluor 
Albus, communicated by Dr William Speer, 
Phyfician in Dublin, to De Duncan of Edin- 
burgh, 


Was on the 2oth of laft March called to the 
afliftance of C. W. a young woman about 
the age of 25, who was very much weakened 
by an immoderate flux of the catamenia, to 
which fhe had before been fubject. She had 
been, as I was informed, of an healthy confti- 
tution, and pretty regular in her monthly eva- 
cuations, till about three months before I faw 
her. She was, when labouring under the dif- 
charge, overheated by wafhing fome linen ; the 
confequence of which was, that the catamenia 
flowed to fuch a quantity as to throw her into 
a fyncope ; which obliged her affiftants to put 
her to bed and call a midwife to her affiftance, 
who ordered her fome cordial medicine, and 
fupported her with a nourifhing diet; and in 
_the fpace of twelve days fhe was free of the dif- 
charge of the catamenia, but was afterwards 
G g 3 attacked 
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attacked with a fevere fluor albus; and, from 
her own account, every third week after this 
period, fhe obferved her menfes fo return but 


ina very {paring quantity. By the excefs of 


the former evacuation which fhe laboured un: 
der, as well as the one to which fhe was fub- 
ject when I faw her, the was reduced by her 


friends account of her, from a healthy confti- 


tution to an exceeding weak and emaciated ha- 
bit of body, and was often feized with fyncope 
and hyfteric fits. | 

The yery great recommendation which I re- 
ceived fome fhort time before this cafe occur- 
red, of the tonic virtues of the cortex fima- 
roubz in obftinate uterine fluxes, from a very 
ingenious apothecary, induced me to make trial 
of this bark in this woman’s difeafe. I had in- 
deed before ufed it in a fimilar one; and there 
it anfwered my moft fanguine withes. 

The. patient had a total lofs of appetite; was 
inclined alfo ta coftivenefs ; her pulfe weak and 
intermitting. ‘The indication of her diftemper, 
therefore, required that the fluor albus fhould be 
put a {top to, and that her decayed ftrength fhould 
be reftored ; and with a view of anfwering the 

indication 
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indication propofed, fhe was prefcribed the fol- 
lowing decoétion. 
Coque cort. fimaroube craffe pulv. unc. i. 
in vin. rub. Lufitan. Ib. ff. et te 
font. Ib. i. ad Ib. i. cola, et adde 
vit. acid. fcrup. duos. fimp. unc. ff. 
M. pro ufu. | 
Cujus capt. coch. duo mag. tertia quaque hora. 
‘Injicitur enema purgans ftatim. 
Injicitur vagin. necnon injeCtionis fequentis 
unc. una, ter quaterve in die. i 
Decoét. fupra przefcripti, unc. vi. 
Sacchar. faturnii, gr. i. M. fiat inject. 
March 23. She finds herfelf eafier, the dif- 
charge being now fomewhat diminifhed, “but 
complains of confiderable lofs of ftrength, and 
that the clapping or fhutting of a door haftily, 
throws her into violent palpitations. The open- 
ing injection, which was adminiftered the 20th, 
had the defired effe&t, fince which fhe has had 
no ftool. Her pulfe is foft and weak ; the has 
_ got little natural reft for two preceding nights. 
Cap. fal. Glauberi cath. dr. vi. ftatim, 
more folito ; 
et hauft. anodinus, H. N. hora decutitus. 


4 


March 24. The purgative procured her two 
or three motions yefterday, and fhe flept tole- 
rably well laft night ; fhe has had no return of 
the palpitations; pulfe'ftronger and firmer. As 
the cortex fimaroube fits eafily on her ftomach, . 
fhe was ordered the following prefcription. 

Kk. Pulv. fubtiliff. cort. fimaroub. dr. 

vin. rub. Lufitan. unc. 1. Syr. fimp. dr. i. ff. 
M. fiat hauft. tertia quaque hora repetend. 

Utitur injeé&. cort. fimaroub. ut antea juffa, 

25. She has this day a return of the flood- 
ing, which however was foon put a ftop to by 
the ufual applications; as alfo of the palpitations ; 
pulfe foft and feeble; belly bound. 
Injicitur enema domeftic. ftatim. 

Capiat hauft. ut antea juffam fecunda quaque 

hora. 

Utitur infuf. rofar rub. pro potu ordinario ; 

Let her diet confift of nourifhing food. 

26. Had no return of the flooding fince ye- 
fterday ; fhe has had two motions from the in- 
jection yelterday evening ; got fome natural reft 
laft night; pulfe ftronger, and the thinks i is reco- 
vering her ftrength. 

Continentur medicamenta. 


9 March 


‘ 
a 

= 
4 

¢ 
‘ 


COMMENTARIES 4ay 


March 27. Slept well laft night; pulfe 68 
and foft ; her ftomach, which had hitherto been 
much difordered, is now fo much ftrengthened 

as to make her complain of hunger. 
 Continentur medicamenta. 

28. The fluor albus has now ftopped ; fhe 
continues to gain ftrength daily, and finds her- 
felf free from all complaints ; and is at prefent 
fo well recovered as lately to have been induced 
to enter into matrimony, : 


SECT. 
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Medical News. 


The following extract of a Letter to Dr Dun- 
can, from Patrick Wilfon, A. M. fon to Dr 
Wilfon, Profefflor of Aftronomy in the Uni- 
verfity of Glafgow, gives a remarkable in- 
ftance of the Inftin& of a Dog. 


AVING juft now fome leifure time, I fit 
down to give you an account of a /é/f- 
preferving inftiné in the cafe of a dog, which 
perhaps may be thought remarkable. He is of 


a breed between the rough water-fpaniel and 


the common pointer ; very docile and fagaci- 
ous; has dark brown curled hair, long thaggy 


ears, 


“ 
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ears, and a fine nap, and was then about three 
years and a half old. ll 
Nothing feemed to ail him, till one night af- 
ter the family were in bed, he was heard very 
reftlefs in the ftair-cafe, and making an incef- 
fant noife, as if trying to force up fomething 
from his ftomach or throat. When he had 
gone on in this way for near an hour, I heard 
my brother, who flept in the firft floor, open his 
room door and go down to the kitchen to fee 
what was the matter. After ftaying fome time, 
he returned and called to me, that he could not 
imagine what ailed the beaft, but that he feem- 
ed to be very bad. Not long after, the dog 
came up ftairs again making the fame noife as 
before, but louder, and more frequently. Up- 
on his return down again, I got up and followed 
him with a lighted candle to the kitchen, where 
at firft he feemed to fhun me by going into a 
dark clofet, and lying down upon fome old 
cloaths. In this fituation I found him upon 
looking in, and I faw too that his eyes were in- 
flamed and. watery. He alfo foamed a little at 
the under jaw, and ftruggled with a continued 
panting and fupprefied cough ; and he ufed his 
| | tonguc 
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tongue perpetually as if laping at fome food or 
drink. 


and then milk, without his minding either ; I 
imagined he had got a chicken or fifh-bone in 
his throat; and from this view, 1 got him fome 
hard toafted oaten cakes, thinking that on his 
fwallowing fome morfels of it the bone might be 
carried down. After taking two or three pieces 
voracioufly, he got to his feet, and run ftreight 
to the grate, under which he fnuffed greedily 
among the afhes, and, to my aftonifhment, lick- 
ed up and fwallowed all the fmall cinders he 
could find by the candle light, and then grop- 
ped bufily with his paws for a new fupply. 
Iwas much at a lofs what to think of this 
Rrange fort of appetite, and believed that the 
creature, who all the while feemed quite indif- 
ferent and infenfible to every thing about him, 
was impelled by mere anguith and diftraétion. 
But continuing to look at hit attentively, I at 
laft fufpected, that what he was employed about, 


fell fome how. or other within the range of his 
 inftin&. Upon obferving, that now and then he 


The fervant acquainting me, that when my | 
_ brother was down he had offered the dog water 


thaked his tail, 1 now left him, and went to bed, | 


when. 
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when prefently he began his wanderings again. 
He made the fame noife as before, and far 
louder, at one time uttering a bellow very near 
as loud asa bull. Soon after this, being two 
hours paft midnight, he became quieter, and in 
a little was no more heard. ; 
In the morning, we expected to have found 
him dead ; but, about half paft eight, he came 
down from one of his couches in the garret, 
feemingly quite well. What was now difcovered 
ftrewed in many places of the low paflage, and 
in the ftair cafe, fufficiently explained the won- 
der of his fwallowing the cinders. It was a 
matter, which confifted of fhort hair, and which 
had every mark of having been voided in the | 
way of excrement; and in the middle of every 
nodule, there was found a cinder. When this 
{tuff was put altogether, it was nearly as large. 
as one’s two filts; and, before the creature had 
taken the ftrong dofe above mentioned, it had 
probably lain in the ftomach as an entire lump, 
which would neither be difgorged nor pufhed 
downwards. Upon his following my brother to 
the garden, before breakfaft, he purfued his cure, 
by eating very greedily of any kind of grafs he 

could find, and became perfedtly well. 
: This 
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_ This happened. at the time of the year, whert 


the country people firft bring in the hares to 


town... Our own fervants had often remarked, 


_ that the dog was voracioufly fond of the freth 


bloody fkins ; and, for that reafon, were com- 


monly careful to put them out of his way. But, 


on this occafion, there is room for believing, 


that either in our own back ground, or in that 


of fome of our neighbours, he had made a hafty 
meal of this fort, and fwallowed the fkin with 
the hair upon it. I may alfo mention, that 
when my brother firft went down, he obferved — 
much the fame appearances as thofe I have de- 
fcribed ; and alfo that he then greedily licked up 
the cinders. 

The following Remarks on the Sigaultian O- 
peration, are extracted from a letter to Dr Dun- 
can, by Dr J. H. Myers of ae: written 
from Paris. 

I quitted England, with every poflible prejudice 
againft this operation, from ‘the influence the 


opinion of my teachers had on me. But, Iam 


at prefent, Nullius addictus jurare in verba 
“© magiftri.? I have feen the operation twice 
performed, with every poflible fuccefs. The laft 

| patient, 
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patient, while I write, is in the room, coming to 


fhew herfelf, in juftice to her operator. It’ is 


only 18 days fince the operation was performed, 


and fhe is in perfe& health, by no ‘means injured 
by the operation. Her former child was ex- 
tracted by the forceps, the impoffibility of. her 
being delivered in the natural way, was agreed | 
on in the prefence of feveral ingenious men in the 
medicalline. The child was délivered by means 
of this operation, and we were forry to find, 
dead, the umbilical cord was twice twifted round 
the neck of the foetus ; and that part which was. 
round the neck was white, and had the appear- 
ance of a ligament, the blood being regurgitated 
in that part of the cord towards the child. The 
child’s face was extremely red, and it is probable 
from the efforts the foetus muft have made, that it 
died apoplectic. ‘This you will evidently obferve 
depended not on the operation; but happens 


every day in natural deliveries. 


Where there is a phyfical impofhbility to deli- 
ver a woman naturally, the obftetrical art has only 
offered us, till this ingenious difcovery, the Cz- 
farean operation. In fpite of the fuccefs this ope- 
ration has met with, the greateft advocates for it, 
cannot but acknowledge the misfortunes that have 


almolt 
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almoft always attended the wretched, that have 
had the courage to fubmit to it; thefe dangers 
alone have been fufficient to intimidate the molt 


‘fkilful, hand, how little furprifing is it then, fo 


few are willing to fubmit to it, confidering how 
few practitioners will venture to undertake it. 
In thefe circumftances, the manoeuvres ufed, the 


_ inftrument being even in the hand of the mof 
fkilful, tend only to kill the child, dans le corps 


d'une femme vivante, to extra it with violence, 
or to bring it away piece-meal, after having ex- 
pofed the mother (if fhe yet exifts) to the moft 
horrid torments, as well as the. moft. mortifying 
difappointment. From fuch dreadful circum. 
ftances, and from the want of an operation bet: 
ter calculated to meet with fuccefs, the country — 


has been deprived of many a fubje&, and many 


a family of their only hopes. How ufeful, then, 
fuch an operation, which tends to alleviate thefe 
misfortunes ? How valuable fuch a man, who, 
by application and genius, dilcovers the means to 
render mankind lefs miferable, and adds to the 


‘riches of his country, by the prefervation of 


individuals? 


_. [fhall attempt to defcribe to you, as clear as 


I 4m able, the method of performing this ope- 
ration; 
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_ fation, as practifed by the inventor. The wo- 
man being placed in fuch a poefition as is conve- 
nient, and other neceflary precautions being ta- 
ken, the common teguments of the abdomen, 
above the pubis, mult be ftretched by means of. 
the thumb and finger of the left hand ; the dif- 
fection is then made with the other, by means 
of an inftrument much like our fcalpel. The © 
common teguments and adeps: being cut from 
the fuperior part of the fymphyfis, ‘* ufque ad 
magnorum commifluram labiorum pudendo- 
rum,” an operation by no means very painful ; 
~ the fymphyfis then becomes expofed. A {calpel 
fomewhat lenticular, is then to be made ufe of, 
after the divifion of the pyramidal mufcles and — 
linea alba. Into this aperture, the index of the 
left hand is to be introduced, and the fection of 
the ligament and cartilage is to be continued ; 
the moment the divifion is made, there is an en- 
largement of the pelvis, I venture to fay, to any 
extent defired ; the laft I faw was three inches, 
accurately meafured by an inftrument, called 
pelvimetre, contrived by Mr Trainel. 

The child prefenting the head, the delivery 
happens in an inftant, with fuch quicknefs, that it 
. refembles an explofion; the child prefenting in 
| any 
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any other manner, the feet are to be fought for 
- in the ordinary way, directing always the great 
diameter of the head towards the great diameter 
of the bafon: The wound is then to be filled 
with tow, and covered with a narrow. fourfold 
bandage. This is fixed by a large piece of linen 
faftened about the groin, with fmall bandages 
cut from the fame, or fewed to it, to keep it 
tight. The ends of this piece of linen are to be 
divided, croffed over the fymphyfis, to form, 
what is called by furgeons here, Je bandage unif- 
fant ; the patient’s linen is to be changed, and 
fhe is to be put to bed, well furnifhed with 
napkins doubled, and lint, &’c. to abforb the 
moifture, which may be removed or renewed 
without inconvenience ; a hollow is to be:made 
in the bed, where the linen is placed, to corre- 
fpond with the bafon ; a flight bandage is to be 
pafled crofsways about the knees, at a proper 
diftance, to prevent their feparation; the head 
and back are to be fomewhat raifed by pillows, 
that do not yield too much. In the following 
dreflings, the greateft cleanlinefs is to be obfer- 
ved: To prevent any clot of blood remaining 
in the wound, it is to be fyringed. two or three 
fimes, nothing elfe is to be ufed for the cure of 

the 
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the wound, but a pledget dipped daily into the 
whites of eggs, beat up with brandy. A proper 
attention to regimen, in the largeft fenfe, is ne- 
ceflary. Clyfters are to be given occafionally. 
The mother may nurfe her child. With thefe, 
and: other neceflary attentions, the patient may 
be taken out of bed at.the end of a fortnight, 


_ the union being then generally completed. 


The’ length of the incifion does not exceed 


three inches, and the operation does not laft five 


minutes: Compare that with the cruelty of the 
Czefarean ‘operation, a wound of above nine 
inches, the vifcera uncovered ;_ in fhort, the more: 
I refle&t, the more I congratulate myfelf. in the 
happinefs of having been eye witnefs of one and. 
the other. On the continent, this operation has 
been tried with equal fuccefs, at different places. 
At Mons three or four times. By Dr Camper, 
in Holland, once. or twice. Several others 
have! alfo performed this operation with every 


fuccefs poflible. I hope it will foon be tried 


in: Britain, where the fpirit of emulation, and 
the defire of ferving fociety, is fo remarkable. 
The inftance I mentioned to you in my laft, 


of a wretch, not 3¢ inches high, producing a 
- child ‘of 20 inches, by means of this operation, 


Hhea leaves 
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leaves'no doubt of the poffibility of 


woman in any circumftance. - 

The diffleQion of this woman, who died of a 
gangrene in the region of the ileum, difcovered 
the amazing mal-conformation of the pelvis, 
which I meafured, and is ftill in the poffeffion of 
Dr Sigault. That the head of a child: fhould 
have pafled a bafon, not two inches’ diameter, 

and otherwife ‘horridly deformed, without any 
laceration being produced, or the flighteft mark 
of contufion on the cranium, or the leaft force 
being ufed, compared with the force ufed by 
accoucheurs, in delivering by means of the feet, 
or by means of the forceps, is a. difeovery no 
lefs furprifing, than important. | 

This is then the idea to be formed of this de- 
livery. A mother fo prodigicufly deformed, as 
always to be obliged to ufe crutches, bent almoft 
double, carries a child of two thirds her fize. 
The diftenfion of the uterus muft have. been 
amazing, and the mal-conformation of the left 
fide of the bafon muft have been the caufe of 
the pains fhe felt before delivery, and the caufe of 
her death. - The child being ftrongly comprefled 
on all fides, fcarcely could vegetate in the uterus, 

— which might have contributed to its death. On the 


whole, 
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whole, I think, this {ubje& proves fufficiently to 
what extent the advantages of this operation 
may be.carried.. I think, nature, in fome mea- 
fure, marks the way to this operation, fince, in| 

difficult deliveries, there often happens a relaxa- 
tion ofthe teguments of the pelvis, and even 
fometimes a laceration. 

The objes of this operation are ; to augment 
the capacity of the pelvis, in the enlargement of 
its circle; to procure un ecartement of the os pu- 
bis, .in dividing the fymphyfis that unites them; — 

to procure to the foetus, a {pace fufficient for its 
paflage; to mitigate the cruel pains of the mo- 
ther, and to preferve.the life of one and the 
other; objects, I think, of the utmoft importance. 

The following account of fome experiments, — 
made by the late ingenious Mr Buquet of Paris, 
on a celebrated quack medicine fold in that city, 
are extracted froma letter written to Dr Duncan, 
from Paris, by Mr Dennis Ryan. 

** As you may not have already feen it, I hall 
fend you an extra&t from a {mall publication, 

which has been given out here fome time ago, 
by Mr Buquet, Doétor of the Faculty, and Pro-. 
feffor of Chemiftry at the fchool of medicine, 

Hh 3 | jnftly 


, 
‘ 
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juftly remarkable for uncommon merit. It con- 
tains the fubftance of his opinion, and. that of 
Monf. D’Arcet, Profeffor of Chemiftry, at the 


‘Royal College, with refpeé& to a quack medi- 


cine, called Rob Antifyphilitique, with which 
the inventor, Sieur |’ Affecteur, boafted he could 
cure the moft inveterate venereal cafes, without 
having employed a grain of mercury. 

Monf. Poffonier, late Profeflor of the prac- 
tice, in the Royal College, and Doétor of the 
Faculty, was appointed by the Royal Society to 
attend to the effeéts of this medicine. Obfer-— 
ving that the moft violent venereal fymptoms 
difappeared from its ufe, he fufpeéed that it 
muft have contained fome mercury. In order 


to be fet right in this fufpicion, he gave a bottle 


of it to be examined by Mr Buquet. | 

This able Chemift obferved, that, in fmell and 
tafte, it refembled honey, charged with the ex- 
tract of fome plants. ‘To determine its contti- 
tuent parts, he made the following trials. 

1, He expofed it to the adtion of fire in a 
clofe veflel, the refiduum caufed no whitenefs 
on the furface of gold on which it was rubbed. 

2dly, Mixed with lixivium of falt of tartar, or 
a 
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a folution of volatile alkali, it yielded, no .mer- 
curial precipitate. 
3dly, After adding to it drops aqua 
fortis, he dipt into the mixture a plate of cop- 
per, which did not grow white from thence. 
.Thefe experiments were repeated by Monf. 
D’Arcet, and with the fame effects; and would 
naturally feem to lead to the conclufion, that 
mercury does not enter the compofition of the 
Rob Antifyphilitique. | 
Mr Buquet; however, was {till inclined to think 
that there was reafon to prefume that it did con- 
‘tain mercury ; and that the difficulty of difen- 
gaging it, arofe from its being combined with 
the mucous faccharine matter of the compofition. 
He, therefore, again fubmitted frefh quantities 
of the medicine to new experiments, after ha- © 
ving mixed it with fome diflilled water. . After 
filtration, he expofed a quantity of it in a retort 
to the heat of a reverberating furnace ; what 
was thus obtained, was fubmitted to other trials 
of the fame kind, as above defcribed in No. iit, 
2d and 3d. 
Next, Mr Buquet, sor sialon eight ounces 
of ‘melaffes, with. an equal quantity of diftilled 
water, added thereto two grains of corrofive 
| Hh4 fublimate. 


* 
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fublimate. This folution he tried by the fame 


experiments, which had before been made with 


the Rob Antifyphilitique. But neither by thefe, 
nor by the addition of acids, could he difcover 
the leaft fign of the prefence of mercury. . He 
then fubftituted mel mercurialis for the me- 
laffes, and made a folution of corrofive fublimate 


as before. This folution fhewed no fign of the 


prefence of mercury, after being expofed to the 
action of fire, or when a plate of copper was 
dipped in it. But when a lixivium of falt of 
tartar was added to fome of it, a precipitate was 
obtained, which, when . rubbed on 
whitened its furface. 

From thefe different experiments, he drew 
the following conclufions. 

1. That the lixivium of falt of tartar is the 
moft proper means for difcovering the prefence 
of mercury.. | 

2. That mucous faccharine fubftances, efpeci- 
ally honey, or fyrups of the extraét of plants 
well boiled, are the beft means for concealing 


corrofive fublimate, and for entirely deftroying 


its very naufeous and difagreeable tafte. 
_ The Antifyphilitique Rob has been given to 
the,extent of eight ounces a-day, which quan- 
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. tity,»Mr Buquet fuppofes, may contain from: half 

‘a grain to three: of a grain of core 

« May not thefe experiments lead the way toa 
‘commodious and agreeable method of curing 
fyphilis, if it were but determined by proper 
“trials, that corrofive fublimate combined with — 
fyrups, poffeffes the powers of mercury, and is 
not rendered inactive. 

Fis The following fhort view of fome chemical 
difcoveries, which have lately been made in Swe- 
den, is extracted from a letter to Dr Duncan, 
from Dr Henry Gahn, Phyfician at Stockholm. 
_ Some chemical difcoveries have lately been 
~ made, fuch as, that magnefia nigra is reducible 
to a new femi-metal ; and that the marmor me- 
tallicum, or heavy fpar, is a compound of vitrio- 
lic acid, and a new fpecies of earth, whofe attrac- 
tion to the vitriolic acid is very great. Both thefe 
have been made by my brother, That. urinary 
ftones moftly contain the acidum facchari, by Mr 
Bergman., A new method of making mercu- 
rius dulcis, via humida. A new green colour 
of particular durability ; fome particular attrac- 
tions of magnefia nigra to different acids. The 
properties 
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‘properties and nature of cholybdena, or black 


lead. The properties of arfenic, which is a 


- fulphur that has a metallic colour, confifting of 
an acid fui generis, and phlogifton. Thefe, and 


fome others, are difcovered by the ingenious © 
Mr Scheele. But all of them are written in the 
Swedifh language, and too long for me to tranf- 


* * * 


We mentioned in a former number, that a 
building had been begun at Edinburgh, for the 
‘ule of the Public Difpenfary of that place. It 
is with pleafure‘we can inform our readers, that 
this building is now fo far advanced, as to be al- 
ready opened for the purpofes of the inftitution. 
The Managers of this charity have been ena- 
bled to make fo much progrefs in this underta- 
king, in confequence of having received aid, 
not only from benevolent inhabitants of Edin- 
burgh, but from medical praétitioners in many 
different parts of the Britifh dominions, who 
‘confider it as an object of importance to the 
Public, that the ftudents of medicine at Edin- 
burgh fhould enjoy as many opportunities as the 


nature of the place can afford, of ftudying dif- 


eafes from nature, as well as from books; and 


of 
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of being the witnefles of a€tual praétice, as con- 
duéed by different pradtitioners. 

_. ‘The fame motives which have already induced 
many to contribute to: this undertaking, will, it 
‘is'prefumed, operate with others. And although 
farther: affiftance from the Public be ftill wanting 
for fmithing the plan; yet there is room to hope, 
that the prefent managers will foon be enabled 
to complete what has been fo fuccefsfully begun 
by their predeceffors. 

On Monday the 7th of May, Dr Duncan and 
Dr Webfter, phyficians to the Public Difpenfary 
.of Edinburgh, will begin their fummer courfe 
of le&tures on the cafes of patients treated at 
that charitable inftitution. 

* * *  * 

We mentioned in a former number, that Dr 
‘Monro, ‘the prefent Profeflor of Anatomy at 
Edinburgh, was engaged in publifhing the whole 
works of his father, collected in one volume. 

And to all-that had formerly appeared, feveral 
pieces were to be added, which had never before 
‘been printed. This work has now appeared, 
and for the title of it, we may refer our readers 
to the lift of new publications in the prefent 

| number. 
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number. But a more diftin& view of the addi- 
tions may be had, the,; Editor’s., advertife- 
ment, in which were himfelf. in. the fol- 
lowing terms. 4 

flatter myfelf, that this of 
works of my. father will not only prove accep- 
table to his pupils and friends, ; but ufeful to the 
Public. Many of them treat of practical fub- 
jets, and, in all, fome to practice is 
.pointed out. 

‘¢ To the works printed ihe his own in- 
fpection, I have added two pieces. 

<< The firft is an oration De cuticula humana, 
delivered by him above 40 years ago, in the 
common hall of the Univerfity of Edinburgh, 
in which many curious circumftances are defcri- 
bed, which had efcaped the obfervation of for- 
mer anatomifts; particularly the appearance of 
the fibres which conne& the cuticula to the cutis | 
~ vera, which, fince that, have been annually de- 

monttrated in the anatomical theatre at this 

place. 

‘¢ The other piece, is an eflay on compara- 
tive anatomy, compofed from notes taken from 
his le€tures, and publifhed at London in the year 

1744, But as this eflay was publifhed without 
| his 
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his confent or knowledge; and as’ many errors 
had crept into it,’I have endeavoured to corre& 
thefe, and have made a few additions to it, from | 
obfervations colle&ted by himfelf, with a view to. 
a larger work on that fubje@. | 

'% To the whole are prefixed an engraving, 
executed by Mr Baflire, from an excellent por- 
trait of my father, by Allan Ramfay,.Efq; and 
an account of ‘his life, compofed by my brother 
Dr Donald Monro, Phyfician in London.” | 

A pamphlet has lately been brought to this 
country, printed at New York, on a fubjeét of 
fuch importance, at the prefent period, as to re- 
commend it to the ‘attention of all who have any 
concern with the Navy, or, indeed, with mari- 
time affairs. It is entitled a fhort account of the 


-moft effe€&tual means of preferving the health of 


feamen. This. treatife is written by Dr Gilbert 


Blane, Phyfician with Sir George Rodney’s fleet; 
-and is dated, Sandwich, off Antigua, att Au- . 


guft 1780. 
~ The fole object of this treatife, is to exhibit 
a concife view of the means by which difeafe 
may be prevented. The learned, obfervant, and 
ingenious wathor, goes fo far as to affert his firm 
perfuafion, 
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perfuafion, that, by a proper degree of attention, 
might almoft entirely extirpate from’ the Navy, 
fome of thofe difeafes which are there moft fa- 
tal, ‘The difeafes, of the prevention of which. 
he particularly treats, are fevers, fluxes and 
fcurvy. We fhall prefent our readers, in a fu- 
ture number, with fome account of the direc-. 
tions given with refpect to each. Meanwhile, 
however, we thought it would not be unac- 
ceptable. to them, that we fhould thus an- 
nounce a treatife on a fubjeét of fuch import- 
- ance, that every fuggeftion with refpe& to it, 
cannot be too warmly recommended to the at- 
tention of thofe whom it efpecially concerns. 
* * * * | 
Mr Alexander Hamilton, whofe genius and 
induftry are already well known to the medical 
world, by different publications on the fubject of 
midwifery, has lately been ele&ted conjun& pro- 
feffor of midwifery, in the Univerfity of Edin- 
burgh, with Dr Thomas Young, who has, for 
many years, taught that branch of medicine at 
Edinburgh, with no lefs credit to himfelf, than 
advantage to the public. Thefe gentlemen, we 
hear, propofe to teach alternately, the one be- 
~ ginning a courfe when the other finifhes. The 
induftrious 
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induftrious ftudent will. thus be furnifhed with 
a ready opportunity of hearing and examining 
the fentiments, of different teachers on the. fame 


fubje&, a.circumftance which, muft, in,a peculiar 


manner, tend to his improvement. 


The Harveian Society, at Edinburgh, inftitu- 
ted with; the views of commemorating the il- 
luftrious dead, and of -encouraging difcovery 
by experiments among the living, have propo- 
fed as the fubje& of their annual prize for 
the year 1781, An experimental enquiry con- 
cerning the nature and properties of the bile. 


* * | 

Dr Samuel Foart Simmons, Fellow of the — 
Royal Society of London, and of the Roya! 
Medical Society of Paris, was eleéted Prefident 
of the Medical Society of London, at their an- 
niverfary meeting in January «781. On that oc- 
cafion, Dr Simmons delivered a Latin oration, on 
the beft method of profecuting medical enquiries. 
As the fubje& is of the utmoft importance, and 
as the author’s abilities are well known, it is to 
be hoped that he wili favour the Public with 
this, as he has already done with feveral other 


ingenious and ufeful productions. 
On 


| 
2 


go 

- On the 26th of December 1780, Dr John 
Fothergill, a member of many learned focieties, 
and author of many valuable publications, died 
in London. In the line of his profeffion, Dr 
Fothergill was no lefs diftinguifhed for extenfive 


and fuccefsful practice, than for zeal and attention 


in the improvement of the healing art. Asa 
man, he was remarkable for one of the moft 


-fhining virtues that can adorn the human cha- 


racter, unbounded benevolence. 


Dr William Lewis, author of an experimen- 


tal hiftory of the Materia Medica, and of the 


New Difpenfatory, works which are in the hands 
of every practitioner, and from whom, their 
author has defervedly acquired very high repu- 
tation, died at Kingfton upon Thames, on the 
1gth of January 1781. | 
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SECT. W. 
Lift of New Books 


HE Works of Alexander Monro, M. D. 
_ Fellow of the Royal Society, Fellow of the 
Royal College of Phyficians, and late Profeffor 
of Anatomy and Medicine in the Univerfity of 
Edinburgh. Publifhed by his Son Alexander 
Monro, M. D. Prefident of the Royal College. 
of Phyficians, and Profeffor of Medicine, and 
of Anatomy and Surgery in the Univerfity of 
Edinburgh: To which is prefixed the Life of 
the Author. 4to. Edinburgh, 
Outlines of the Theory and Cure of Fever, 
upon plain and rational Principles, by John Ait- 
ken, Fellow of the Royal College of Surgeons, 
of the Royal Medical Society; one of the Sur- 
geons of the Royal Infirmary, and Lecturer on 
Anatomy, Surgery and Chemiftry in Edinburgh. 
12mo. Edinburgh. 
ti Chemical 
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Chemical Obfervations and Experiments on 
Air and Fire, by Charles-William Scheele, Mem- 
ber of the Royal Academy at Stockholm; with 
-aprefatory Introduction, by Tobern Bergman, 
tranflated from the German, by J. R. Forrefter, 
L. L. D.. F.R.S. and S. A. To which are ad- 
ded notes, by Richard Kirwan, Efq; F.R.S. 
With a letter to him from Jofeph Prieftley, 
LL.D. F.R.S. - 8vo. London. 


Every one his own Phyfician, by R. Dalton, 
Efg;  a2mo. London. 


‘Obfervations on the cure. of the 
by Samuel Foart M. D. F. 5S. 8vo. 
London. 


Hiftories of gouty, billows and nervous Cafes, 
with the fafe and eafy means by which they were 
remedied, related by.the patients themfelves, in 
Letters to John Scott, M. D. 8vo.. London. 


Salivation exploded, or a Praétical Effay on 
the Venereal Difeafe, fully demonftrating the 
inefficacy of Salivation, and recommending an 
approved Succedaneum. 8vo. London. 


| Hints on Difeafes that are not cured, addref- 
fed to the Faculty ony.’ London. 
 QObfervations 
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Obfervations on Dr Hugh Smith’s Philofophy 
of Phyfic, and his two firft _— of the Phi- 
lofophical Inquiries. 


_ Traité des Remedes domeftiques, pour faire 
fuite au traite de la Petite Verole, par M. Grof- 
fin Duhaume, Docteur regent, ancien Profeffeur 
des Inftituts de Medécine en: l’Univerfité de 
Paris, et Médecin de ’Hotel- dieu. 12m0. - 
Paris. 


Differtation contre ?'Ufage des bouilfons de 
Viande, dans les Maladies febriles, par M. Paul 
Charles de Laudun, Dofteur en Medecime de 
Montpellier. s2mo. Paris. 


Differtatio Media, circa tres Quefliones ab - 
Academia Divionenfi propofitas, /cilicet : 1mo, 
Quibus in Morbis activa Medicina? 2do, In 
quibus Expectiva praferenda? Quibusnam 
fignis cognofcat Medicus an agendum ei fit, vel 
expectatorem gerere fe debeat, donec opportu- 
num collocandis remediis tempus occurrerit ? 
Quz judicio. ejufdem Academiz proxime accef- 
fit ad pramium anno1776. Auctore Nicolao 
Antonio Jaubert Medico. 12mo. Avenione. 


Conjectures fur le Temps ou ont vecu plu- 
fieurs anciens Medecins ; par un Membre de la 
li2 
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Societé de Hieffe-Hombourg. 12mo. 
Paris. 


Le citoyen Dentitte, ou |’Art de feconder la 


_ Nature, pour fe conferver les Dents, et les En- 


tretenir propres. Quvrage moderne a la portée 
de tout de Mond. Par M. Hebert,: Chirurgien 
Dentifte, regu au College Royal de Chirurgie 


_ de Paris ; Dentifte penfionné dela Ville. 12mo. 


Lyons. 


Analyfe des Eaux de Sulztmatt en haute Al- 
face, par M. J. A, Meglin, Dotteur en Medecine. 
12mo. Strafbourg. 


De rara fingularium rerum compage in Mu- 
lieris Ventre dete&ta, a Hieronymo Guaraldi 


Centenfi, Philofophize et Medicine Dottore. 4to. 


Bononiz. 
Ge. Gottlob Richter, Medicine Doétoris, 


Magne Britannie Regis Confiliari Aulici et Ar- 


chiatri, Medicine in Academia Gottengenfi Pro- 
fefloris Primarii. Opufcula Medica antehac in 
Academia Gottengenfi feorfim edita, nunc vero 


colle&ta ftudio Jo. Chrift. Gott. Ackermanni, 


M.D. Preefatus eft Dan. Wilh. Triller Phil. 


et Med. Dott. 4to. ‘Francuforti. 


Dominici 
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Dominici Cotunni, Reg. Prim. Anat. Prof. 
De Ifchiade nervofa Commentarius Novis curis 
ductior. 8vo. Neapoli. 


Joannis Nathanael Lieberkuhn, M. D. Socie- 
tat. Scient. Britan. Berolin, dc. Differtatio A- 
natomica Phyfiologica de Fabrica et Agtione vil- 
lorum inteftinorum tenvium hominis iconibus 


aere incifis illuftrata. ‘8x0. Lugd. Bat. 


Differtationes Medica Inaugurales, quas ex 
auctoritate reverendi admoduin viri Gulielmi 
Robertfon, S.S.T.P. Academie Edinburgenz 
preefecti ; nec non ampliffimi fenatus academici 
confenfu, et nobiliflime facultatis medicz decre- 
to, pro gradu doctoratus fummifque in medicina. 
honoribus ‘et privilegiis rite et legitime confe- 
quendis eruditorum examini fubjecerunt, ad di- 
em 24um Juni 1780. 

_ Andreas Bain, Britannus, De caufis febrium 
et lis deinque praecedendis. 

Henrius Blake, Hiberus, De Hemorrhoide. 
| Robertus Buck, Anglus, De lfchuria veficali. 
| Joannes Caldwell, Hibernicus, de Hyfteria. 
Henricus Cullen, Britannus, de Confuetudine. 
: Robertus Hamilton, Hibernus, de Nicotiani 
viribus in medicina. 
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HHenricus Harris,: Hibernus,' de morbis vigie 
num. 


Trevorus Cambro-Britannus, de 


Gulielmus Moore, Novo-Eboracenfis, dé Bile. 


Jacobus Mofeley, Anglo-Britatnus, de Peri- 
pneumonia vera. 


vofa. 
Robertus Percival, Hibernus, de Corde. 


Nicolaus Romayne, Americanus, de Puris Ge- 
neratione. 


Gulielmus St de in- 


ferendis. 


Henricus Anglus, de Febre puer- 


perali. 


Gulielmus Carolus Wells, BAHARAIIS, de Fri- 
‘gore. 


Robertus Willan, de Jecenoris In- 


flammatione, 


Edwardus Nugent, de Febre 


by 
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ALL, John, M. D. Medical Traéts, . 377 
Mudge, John, F. R.S.. A,radical and ex- 
peditious Cure for a recent Catarrhous Cough. 383 
Ingen-Houfz. John, M. D. F. R..S. Experiments 
upon Vegetables, difcovering their great power 
of purifying common Air in the fun-fbire, and of 
injuring itin the dark. 
Mahon, Lord, Principles of Eleétricity, cantain- 
ing divers new Theorems and Experiments. 396 
Wortmuller, Carol. Henric, M. D, Difertatio 
Betanico-medica de Catechu. . 


ME DICAL OxssERVATIONS. 


Hi iftory of a Cure of a dangerous Objtruétion of the 
Trachea, in which Mr Mudge’s Inhaler was 
ufed with advantage. By Mr John Sherwin of 
Enfield. . 416 

A remarkable Cafe of Epilepfy and Dyfphagia Spaf- 

_ modica cured by the ufe of Cuprum Ammoniacum. 
By Dr John Heytham, Phy/fician, Carlifle. 428 

A Cafe of Epilepfy cured by Cuprum Ammonia- 

~ cum, communicated to Dr Duncan by Dr Hey- 
fham. 438 
li4 The 


CON TENT &. 


The Hiftory of a fingular Cafe of Delirium from a 
wound of the-Head. By George Borth- 
wick, Surgeon. 439 


Account of the advantageous effects of the Cortex 


Simarouba in an obftinate Fluor Albus. By Dr 
William Speer, Phyfician, Dublin. 443 


MeEpIcAL News. 


Account of a remarkable inftance of Inftinét in a 


Dog, in a letter from Patrick Wilfon, M. A. 


to Dr Duncan. 448: 
Remarks on the Sigaultian Operation, in a Letter 
from Dr Myers to Dr Duncan. 452 


Account of Mr Buquet’s Experiments on the Rob 
Antifyphilitique, in a Letter from Mr Ryan to 
Dr Duncan. 459 

Account of fome Chemical Difcoveries at Stockholm, 
in a Letter from Dr Gahn ta Dr Duncan. 463 

Lift of New Books. 471 
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A. 
Page 
| BSORBENTS, retrograde motion of 194 
A Acids recommended in jaundice __ : 148 
Air, fixed, not antifeptic of itfelf 186 
Air, fixed, not the bond of union of bodies 184 


Amenorrheea, fuccefsfully treated by pulvis fabine, and 


by rubia tinétorum 217 
Amputation, obfervations on it — 302 
Angina polypofa, or membranacea, fynonimous terms 

with croup 13 
Armftrong, Dr, his account of Matlock waters 242 

B. 
Bark, peruvian hurtful in phthifis _ 2 
Banos de tierra, or earth bath, recommended in phthifis 
pulmonalis, and in fcurvy 95°. 
Bark, peruvian, recommended in angina maligna 1973 
— ——— moft effectual in agues, when given 
immediately after a fit 206 


Bell metal, improper for mortars 
Bentley, Emanuel, differtatio de fe&tione fynchondro- 


feos offium pubis 272 
Birch, Jofiah, Efq; an account of his new method of 
making pot-afhes 342 
Bland, Mr Thomas, his account of the effeéts of cuprum 
ammoniacum, in the cure of epilepfy 240 
Blifters, their ufe in white fwellings of the joints 327 
hurtful in putrid fevers 
recommended in croup 18 
recommended in cafes of ileus 26 


Blue vitriol, ufed as an emetic in phthifis : 
Borthwick, Mr George, hiftory of delirium from a 


wound of the head oo 
Bronchocele, the Coventry receipt for the cure of 29 
Bronchotomy 
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Bronchotomy, advifed in croup 
Broughton, Dr Arthur, addrefs on mis obtaining the 
Harveian prize 


Buquet, M. obfervations on the means of detecting the” 


elence of mercury 


C. 


Cantharides, tin@ture of, its ufe in typhus nervofus 207 


Catarrhous cough, cure for 

» Catechu, diflertatio de 

Children, moft liable to fcarlet fever 
Clarke, Dr Thomas, his afcent of the Blue Mountain 


——--- — his account of the ftate of the thermometer 

_ and barometer in Jamaica 

Clarke, Dr John, his obfervations on fevers, &c. 
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